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Inquiries About Opportunities in 
Foreign Missions Answered 


Many questions have been asked 
during the past few weeks of our mis- 
sionaries now in this country, of mem- 
bers of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
and of others, with respect to the pres- 
ent status and the continuance of our 
work abroad. Believing that similar 
questions may be entertained in the 
minds of others, our Board wishes to 
give to the members of our Church the 
information they are seeking, and it 
welcomes every opportunity to do so. 
It feels that the questions asked are an 
indication of the vital interest its mem- 
bers have in this great field of the 
Church’s work. 

It is true that just now it is impos- 
sible for us to send funds to China and 
Japan. However, we have missionaries 
and mission institutions in China, and 
we still have some missionaries in 
Japan, where we also have our own 
Lutheran Theological Seminary. Just 
what the status of these missionaries 
is at the present time we do not know, 
though we hope soon to have informa- 
tion which, when received, will be con- 
veyed to the Church. We have reason 
to believe they are obtaining the neces- 
sities of life. When avenues for the 
transmission of funds are again open 
to us, our Board must be in a position 
to take prompt advantage of oppor- 
tunities to forward funds for sustaining 
our workers and maintaining the work. 
Money allocated for these workers and 
these fields will not be used for other 
purposes. 


Opportunities Opened 

In India, Liberia, and South Amer- 
ica, our work is still unrestricted, ex- 
cept to the extent that we are unable 
to return furloughed missionaries and 
to send replacements for those who 
have retired and additions to the staff. 
Every one of these fields is asking for 
more workers to take advantage of the 
opportunities which have been opened 
and are being opened to us. Foreseeing 
the possibility that the development of 
existing world canditions may make it 
difficult to transmit funds to India and 
Liberia, the Board has decided to send 
to each field an emergency fund to be 
drawn upon in the event that future 
transfers of money are delayed or tem- 
porarily prevented. 

When the war will end, we do not 
know; but some day this war in which 
we find ourselves will be ended and, in 
the opinion of the Board, that time will 
present an opportunity to the Christian 
Church for an expansion movement, 
the extent of which we .cannot con- 
ceive. This was confirmed by a repre- 
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sentative of another Protestant church 
who recently completed a trip around 
the world, during which he visited 
various mission areas. Upon his return 
he made the statement that we are be- 
ing prepared for the greatest missionary 
advance in the world. If God is pre- 
paring the way, we must be ready to 
take advantage of the opportunity He 
is giving the Church. 


Missionary Listings Desired 

While it is impossible at the present 
time to send missionaries to some of 
our fields, our Board still wishes to 
hear from young men and women who 
wish to devote their lives to serving 
their Lord and His Church in other 
lands. Our most pressing need at the 
present time is for one or two physicians 
to go to Africa. If we can find the man, 
or men, we believe that transportation 
can be secured. We should like to know 
also of men and women desirous of 
devoting themselves to other branches 
of service. If they have not yet com- 
pleted their education, we might be in 
a position to make suggestions of value 
to help fit them for such work. If they 
are about ready for graduation, we 
might likewise make suggestions as to 
temporary fields of labor which would 
provide experiences that should be of 
value to them in foreign service, there- 
by enabling speedier acceptance of calls. 

There may be in the minds of some 
readers other questions which have not 
been touched upon here. The Board 
will welcome opportunities to answer 
such questions by letter. 

In order that the foregoing may be 
brought to the attention of as many 
members of our Church as possible, 
the Board will appreciate it if synodical 
and other publications of the Church 
will reprint this article in a forthcom- 
ing early issue. 


LUTHERAN CHAPLAINS 
EXeEcuTIVE Director Ralph H. Long, 
D.D., has reported that almost two 
hundred Lutheran ministers are now 
serving as Army or Navy chaplains. 
During the past year 89 applications 
for ecclesiastical endorsement were re- 
ceived. These applications were distrib- 
uted as follows: United Lutheran 
Church, 53; American Lutheran 
Church, 15; Augustana Synod, 7; Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Church, 10; United 
Danish, 2; Lutheran Free Church, 2. 
Seventy-two of these applications were 
approved.—N. L. C. Bulletin. 
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7 Introducing 
“Ecclesia” 


t This is the word our 
Lord used in charging 
His disciples 


when He said, 


‘Tf be neglect to hear the 
church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man 


and a publican.” 


As there is a figure representing justice 
and another wisdom, so it is convenient 
and not irreverent to represent the church 
by means of the highest type of symbol, 


Greek word used in the New Testament 


is available as a name, we can follow the 


custom of the ancients and refer to the church corporate 
‘as Ecclesia. Some such personification is not incongruous 
with many actions for the performance of which this 
Herald must speak. The drawing will therefore be used 
occasionally on this page when there is the desire to 
show the whole church in the act of voicing a call for 
‘servants, or rebuking neglect, or urging the care for its 
Benipment and condition about which we shall now 
write. 
i We make no apologies for the tool wielded by Ecclesia. 
It signifies such regard for divine worship, in the house 
‘of God, by a company of believers as will not permit 
the gathering of dust, the accumulation of discarded 
programs, unused bulletins and pamphlets, or neglect 
of vestments and other appointments. The broom may 
be a humbler utensil than the crosier, but it is far 
easier to respond to devotions in a swept sanctuary than 
im one where pomp and ceremony are expected to con- 
ceal upkempt minds and unclean souls. 
But what is primarily in the editor’s mind in inter- 
preting the picture are those simpler but essential prac- 
tices of the church by which the essentials of communion 


with God are maintained. One might express the pur- 
pose by the phrase, “A fit path to the place of prayer, to 
the altar of devotion.” We have an expression in the 
d1st Psalm that is congruous: “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” 
Ecclesia must constantly be alert to warn those who 
want God’s indwelling presence to empty the inner 
rooms of their souls of what has occupied the space 
needed for divine grace. 

There is finally the thought that the church as a whole 
shows the need of a thorough separation of essentials of 
piety from the accidents of the century’s circumstances. 
One need not be too discouraged by the intrusions into 
our Christian way of life. Jesus did not himself tear 
down the temple: He cleansed it and drove out the 
money-changers. The devil and his demons have always 
envied the saints their holy places. The world has never 
ceased to enter into the shrines of piety by stealth. To 
get rid of the filth and corruption thus defiling the 
church is an unceasing task of Ecclesia and the broom. 
From time to time a real housecleaning is demanded. 
Perhaps another reformation is due now. 
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Coe Chip: in the News 


Won't Be a Bishop 

Tur Rev. J. Lindsay Patton has declined the post of 
bishop of the San Joaquin district of the Episcopal 
Church, to which he was recently elected. The district 
can’t afford a bishop, he says. “Before the district raises 
funds for the support of an episcopal establishment it 
should pay a living wage to the clergy already giving 
their lives in its service,” he declares. 

Of fourteen clergymen of the San Joaquin district, 
three have salaries of $1,200; five others, $1,500 “when 
they can get it,” and others (“the plutocrats of the dis- 
trict”) receive $1,750. Mr. Patton urges a rearrange- 
ment of the California dioceses and districts to eliminate 
San Joaquin. 


Patron Saint 

THE memory of George Washington was uniquely 
honored this year when two young men, both born on 
Washington’s birthday, were 
on February 22 of this year 
inducted into their work as 
Lutheran pastors. 

Mr. Kendig Bergstresser, one 
Mmm of those who shares his birth- 
mess day with Washington, was or- 
dained by Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher 
on this February 22, to become 
pastor of First Lutheran 
Church, Lock Haven, Pa. The 
other, the Rev. George Mack, 
who has been serving as senior fellow. at the Philadel- 
phia Seminary, was installed by Dr. Pfatteicher on Feb- 
ruary 22 as pastor of St. James’ Church, Chalfont, Pa. 


More Chaplains Coming 

AppiicaTions for the army chaplaincy have tripled 
since December 1, states Major Ernest L. Loomis, chap- 
lain of the First U. S. Army Corps. He says the quality 
of the men applying has also improved greatly. Before 
America entered the war many of those applying were 
only partly trained and without regular pastorates. 

Brig. Gen. William R. Arnold, chief of chaplains, 
U. S. A., emphasizes the unusual interest being shown 
by men in the armed forces toward religion generally 
and to specific religious questions. Widespread religious 
ignorance is evident among a majority of the soldiers, 
fewer than half of whom have ever received religious 
instruction. The chaplains are now being deluged with 
questions these men are asking about religion. 


Criticize USO 

In a statement presented to a conference of 1,000 
clergymen in Baltimore recently the charge was made 
that the Protestant churches do not have adequate rep- 
resentation in the USO. 

“The Protestant churches as a corporate entity are 
not included in the USO,” the statement read, “nor have 
they delegated their ministries to any of the agencies in 
it.” The three agencies considered to some degree 
“protestant” are not spokesmen of the church. “The Sal- 
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vation Army has become what amounts to a denomina- 
tion, and has gradually achieved the status of a national 
emergency agency of religious social service. It has the 
sympathy of the churches but has its own methods and 
functions which are rightly recognized in the USO set- 
up. The YMCA and YWCA are historically Protestant 


agencies, but they do not wish to be too closely identified — 


with the official ecclesiastical life of Protestantism be- 
cause their work tends to transcend any religious group.” 


Lutheran to the Front 


A PROMINENT Lutheran, Carl F. Zeidler, thirty-three- | 


year-old mayor of Milwaukee, enlisted late in February | 


in the U. S. Navy. He relinquished a $12,300 salary 
which would have been his until May 1944, as well as 
his deferred status under the selective service law. He 
was ordered to report for duty at the Great Lakes naval 
training station, states the Christian Century. 


Japs Give YM Free Hand 


THE Japanese government will permit the YMCA to 
conduct “general welfare activities’ among American 
prisoners-of-war in Japan and occupied China, it is an- 
nounced by the YMCA headquarters in Geneva. 

“The Japanese intend to abide by the humane regula- 
tions of the Geneva Convention that provides for the 
welfare, educational, religious, and recreational needs 
of prisoners of war.” 

The YMCA is already working among the Japanese 
interned in this country and is awaiting War Depart- 
ment permission to extend this service to Japanese 
troops captured by American forces, states Religious 
News Service. 


Too Many Strings 

AN estate of $227,641 bequeathed by Mrs. Elsie Wister 
Keith to the Central Pennsylvania Synod of the U. L. C. 
has been refused, it has been announced in the Orphans’ 
Court of Philadelphia. 

Chief difficulty was a requirement of the will provid- 
ing for the maintenance of a historic mansion on South 
Fourth Street as a home for retired Lutheran ministers 
and their wives. The mansion must be preserved per- 
manently in memory of ancestors of Mrs. Keith. There 
are other claims against the estate, including annuities. 
The will provides that the property go to the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital if refused by the Lutheran synod. 


Stay Out of Council 

THE Baptist General Association of Virginia at its 
recent convention in Roanoke decided to postpone for 
another year the question of affiliation with the Federal 
Council of Churches and the World Council. 

The Rev. E. F. Campbell, speaking for a committee of 
the Baptist Association, states that the committee is 
unanimous in its belief that the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention and the Baptist General Association of Virginia 
should unite with both councils. Continuance of the 
study until next year was approved. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Juius F. SEEBACH 


The Protestants in Spain wish the days of the Loyalist 
Government were back again. During the time that 
was blackguarded by Franco and his backers as “the 
rule of the Red satellites of Russia,’ though it was 
‘really a government elected by the first free vote of the 
people of Spain, Protestants had their first freedom of 
worship in that unhappy land. Even the Catholic Church 
had more liberty of conscience and worship than it has 
‘had since. At least Basque priests were not slaughtered 
by the hundreds by the Loyalists, as they were by 
_ Franco’s Moors, because they sided with the people. 
_ Against Franco’s solemn promises to the Protestants 
_on the eve of his triumph, he has closed all Protestant 
| churches and schools, and their ministers are subject to 
all kinds of humiliating and distressing restrictions. All 
i soldiers and public service employees, whatever the 
Wl form of their faith, are compelled to attend the Catholic 
_ Mass, but, for all that, the parish priests are not happy 
_ under the pressure of Franco’s totalitarian government. 
' Resentment is piling up behind the scenes, and all 
classes are waiting for another revolution to break 
through the present tyranny. 


The United States News (February 15) credits “an 
_ estimate of U. S. officials,” that “60 per cent of the ma- 
' terials that Japan is using to make her conquests in the 
_ Pacific came from the United States.” In the form of 
munitions of war, that is what our soldiers, sailors, flyers 
_and civilians are having hurled at them in battles and 
bombings. It is hardly possible, however, that the re- 
cipients are pleased to receive these “gifts from home”; 
but even more unwelcome must it be to find among these 
materials the things sent by our country a few years ago 
to help Japan in the time of her devastating visitation 
by earthquake and fire, these still bearing the name of 
the mercy ship which carried them. The shipments of 
_ oil and scrap iron, with a view of retaining peace in the 
Pacific (our President has told us that), was unintel- 
ligent, and must be accepted as the folly of our officials 
carried out in the face of public protests. The hostile 
use against us of materials that were the fruit of our 
sympathy is the ingratitude of a treacherous enemy, and 
the wrong is theirs. The pity is that it will discourage 
$ the exercise of sympathy in the future. 
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__ The Irritation of the American public over hastily 
_ devised and severely imposed rationing (the sugar 
threat, for instance), has encouragement from the ad- 
_ mission of officers of the National Alcohol Tax Unit that 
it would be perfectly feasible to take the hard liquor 
which the distillers have in storage, and re-distill it for 
“use in making munitions. The distillers themselves claim 
_ to have enough liquor stored to supply the entire nation 
at present rates of consumption for at least five years 
(2,375,000,000 gallons). Aside from this, the government 
has plenty of surplus grain, and the Governor of Kansas 
is at present pleading with the AAA to allow the Kansas 
farmers to reap (when it ripens) 2,000,000 acres of “vol- 
unteer wheat” (self-sown) in that state alone. There 
are many other acres in other states. Without permis- 
sion of the AAA, the farmers may not preceed to reap 


otal? 


without incurring rigid penalties. As the AAA decree 
stands, the farmers’ allotted acreage would be outlawed, 
and their pay checks for restricted planting would be 
withheld, if they harvest this nature-given grain with- 
out permission. The farmer cannot even pasture his cat- 
tle on the “volunteer wheat.” A lot of defense alcohol 
could be made out of 2,000,000 acres of wheat, enough 
to leave the sugar supply untouched. 


Sir John Russell, a noted British expert on the pro- 
duction of edibles from the soil and advisor to the Soviet 
Relations branch of England’s Ministry of Information, 
believes that the Soviet’s “scorched earth” policy will, 
in the end, prove a blessing to Russia. “Soil destruction 
will not be serious” for Russia; whatever the loss, it will 
be more than compensated by widespread agricultural 
reconstruction on advanced lines. In the Ukraine, which 
the Soviet confidently expects to recover and retain, the 
worst effects of war will quickly disappear because of 
the improved agricultural methods already provided for. 
Russian agricultural experts “have also produced va- 
rieties of crops suited to different regions, with special 
eye for drought-resisting types of grain.” Sir John sug- 
gests that selected varieties of grain developed in West- 
ern Canada and the United States be sent te hasten the 
recovery of Russian agriculture in the near future. 


Reports of the Ravages of disease in war-torn Europe 
are seldom capable of intelligent proof, however credible 
may be the tales of ghastly typhus devastation in Poland, 
and its alarming extension westward. However, sta- 
tistics from German medical journals recently smuggled 
out of the Reich give us a measuring stick for one dis- 
ease, and thereby a comparison to apply to other dis- 
eases. The figures set down for scarlet fever run as fol- 
lows: 1931—19,494; 1940—56,154; 1941—167,428. It was 
noted in the smuggled journals that the average in- 
crease for most diseases was three-fold for 1931-39, 
while the average for 1939-41 was six times that of 1931. 
The reasons stressed by the German medical writers for 
this ratio of increase are undernourishment and fatigue. 
It is also noted that the use of benzedrine and pervetine 
and similar drugs to combat fatigue have not been suc- 
cessful; rather, their use has too often resulted in cases 
of complete breakdown or drug addiction. 


Bryn Mawr College is offering a heartening and fore- 
handed consideration of post-war problems in a unique 
way. Plans are fully drawn for a “Model Assembly of 
the League of Nations” at Bryn Mawr, March 29-31. 
Delegates from twenty or more colleges of the Middle 
Atlantic States will take part in this sixteenth annual 
Model Assembly, in which each college will play the 
role of a country in a realistic way, thus focusing atten- 
tion on problems that will likely follow hard upon the 
conclusion of the war. The movement is significant of 
the general attitude of the thoughtful public, and its 
constructive purpose deserves hearty endorsement. In- 
cidentally, it offers the best method for blocking the 
quick approach of another war. 
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a! Survey of Loves, Sin es Cae. 


In Homelike 
Surroundings 

Men in the Service 
of Their Country 
Write Home or Read 


I HAVE just returned from a flying trip through the 
South and Midwest, visiting Lutheran Service Centers 
in military areas. In two weeks, I visited fourteen, from 
Norfolk to San Antonio. Following are some of the 
things I found out. 

I want to report that the Lutheran Church is looking 
efter its service men as no other Protestant church is 
doing. I want to report that among the men in the serv- 
ices, in southern communities where often the name 
Lutheran is a new one, the Lutheran Church is winning 
praise for its energetic and forehanded efforts to min- 
ister to men in training. I can tell you of the doctor in 
Alexandria, La., who said: “Everybody in town is talk- 
ing about the Lutheran Center.” Or the Episcopal rector 
in Columbus, Ga., who declared: “We’re way behind 
the times. The Lutherans are a year to a year and a 
half ahead of us.” Or the Charleston Navy Yard chap- 
lain: “This service is making an awful good impression 
on the Navy.” Or the colonel of a Ft. McClellan regi- 
ment who observed to a Lutheran service pastor: “We'll 
do anything we can for you. You’re needed out here.” 


A Complementary Activity 

These fourteen Lutheran Service Centers that I vis- 
ited are not located on the military reservations. After 
the last war’s experiences, neither Army nor Navy per- 
mits soldiers’ aid groups to work in the camps this time. 
You will find the Lutheran Centers in the town to which 
the men will come when they leave their camp—after- 
noon and evening, at the week-end, or whenever they 
have leisure. Army and Navy—with their chaplains, 
morale officers and recreational programs—believe they 
can look after the men when they are on the reserva- 
tion. It is when the men come to town that the Lutheran 
Service Center does its job. 

It is not the only agency trying to do this job., The 
USO (United Service Organizations), to which Luther- 
ans of all groups have contributed money and other as- 
sistance, has 481 centers, big and little, near the military 
posts and bases to which service men can come for 
recreation. The Lutherans did not elect to join USO 
when it launched its program last spring. They felt that 
while USO performed a great and valuable service in 
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providing recreational facilities for men off the post, it 
could not supply effective enough spiritual ministry for 
them. The Lutherans feel that the year’s experiences 
have borne out their judgment. USO, hampered by 
building snarls and frequent local misunderstandings, 
is only beginning to get started on its program. And 
because its emphasis has had to be very interdenomina- 
tional, it has not had much opportunity for the spiritual 
ministry. Many other Protestant denominations have 
now become convinced that the only way to minister 
satisfactorily to their young men is to stir themselves 
and start a denominational program of their own, too. 
The Lutherans have a service men’s program already 
well launched. The coming of war found them ready 
to help youngsters who came suddenly face to face with 
the gravest personal problem of their lives. 


Appreciated by Chaplains 


I could talk too about how the Lutheran Service pas- 
tors have assisted chaplains in their work. At best, one 
chaplain must care for 1,000 men. In many camps there 
are hospitals where no chaplain is regularly assigned, 
and men in the sick bay must wait for their busy chap- 
lain to find out about them and visit them. At the invi- 
tation of some chaplains, Lutheran Service pastors have 
come into the hospitals and done a work that was 
urgently needed as well as non-sectarian in spirit. When 
the chaplain needs a substitute, an assistant, a special 
program, he can call on the local Lutheran Service pas- 
tor, a man who knows and understands soldiers. When 
the chaplain thinks Lutheran services desirable in his 
outfit, he can call in the Lutheran Service pastor to con- 
duct them. When a man asks to speak especially with a 
Lutheran pastor, the chaplain can summon the Lutheran 
Service pastor. And when the chaplain’s men get Sun- 
day leave and visit the nearby town, the chaplain may 
know that his men may still worship at the services 
conducted by the local Lutheran Service pastor. In the 
best sense, the Lutheran Service pastor helps the chap- 
lain. In the best way, the pastor’s work supplements his. 

When war came, of course, there ceased to be a morale 
problem. But war’s coming opened grave personal prob- 
lems for young men. The Lutheran Service Centers 
were in a unique position to be of help to them. For 
the Lutheran Service pastors, though not professional 
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Washington 


BY 
OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER AND 
RALPH W. LOEW 


THE MARINE BAND 

Tue Marine Band is again performing a patriotic serv- 
ice which saved us from dissolution more than three- 
quarters of a century ago. Normally the band played its 


_ regular public and radio concerts and appeared at a num- 


ber of official social events. Visitors to Washington will 


___ remember the program in front of the Capitol. Diplomats 
_ remember the famous evenings at the White House. This 


_ week it is civilian morale and the Defense Stamp Sale. 

During the Civil War, when Confederate soldiers 
were at the edge of Washington, officials in grave alarm 
clamored for the band to be disbanded. They said it 
was useless expense, that it was dangerous for men, 
women and children to assemble at its concerts while 
soldiers waited across the Potomac for an opportunity 
to dash in. For a brief period the band’s future teetered 
under a deluge of opposition. The musicians thought 
they had been silenced. Then a friend came forward 
and saved the day. It was President Abraham Lincoln, 
who decreed that the concerts should go on, that band 
concerts were good for public morale. So the concerts 
were continued, and as a result this week again res- 
idents will hear this 85-piece band, most famous of 
America’s Service Musical organizations, which had its 
beginning during the Revolution at a time when drums 
and fifes were forerunners of modern instruments. 


WORSHIP SERVICES 

Wuewn the Board of Social Missions recently urged 
churches to increase the number of their services as 
one way to meet the problem of wartime working hours, 
they found sympathetic listeners in Washington. Here 
the tempo has been stepped up so fast during recent 
years that some of our congregations have had three 
services each Sunday for as long as the past five 
years. Now Lent finds churches of many Protestant de- 
nominations holding services on various week nights and 
noon-days. One of the results of this hectic war period 
may be Protestantism’s discovery of hours of worship in 
addition to the traditional Sunday eleven o’clock hour. 


BLACKOUT 
Sarcasm born of confusion has greeted the latest 
_ Washington blackout. OCD officials have had the un- 
_ enviable task of wading through a foggy set-up, and the 
latest order for a ten-hour blackout is no exception. 
Said a local paper: “With the exception of glowing street 
_ lamps, the headlights of moving traffic and the gleaming 
windows of certain government departments whose em- 
ployees are on a hard-hitting 24-hour day in the war 
effort, Washington and its environs are expected to be 
‘dark as a military secret.” Despite newspaper comments 
the blackout was almost 100 per cent successful. People 
do want to do their part. 


COLLEGE GRADS IN A CRISIS 

CoLLEGE graduates, in, their “thirties,” are too often 
critical in their comfortable homes and not out on the 
front line of social action. This was the declaration of 
President Paul Douglass of American University at a 
recent meeting of Washington ministers. College folk 
have been trained to be analytical and independent 
thinkers. They need now, said the Washington prexy, 
to be creative and active, in the lead in the giving of 
spiritual morale to our nations. Or as Archibald Mac- 
Leish, Librarian of the Library of Congress, once said, 
“The failure is a failure of spirit: a failure of spirit to 
imagine and desire. Our hands can work as we will 
them. It is the act of spirit which fails in us.” 


WASTE IN THIS TOWN 

Certain liquor interests testified before a Senate 
Committee hearing that Washington is a “distillers’ 
paradise.” The testimony is correct. The alcoholic 
beverage bill each year is $30,000,000, and the over-all 
expenditure for public education last year was 
$14,107,858. The government is getting hoarse appealing 
for saving in every field and for the conservation of all 
our resources. Then why this intolerable waste? The 
issue was pointed tragically this week when a soldier 
in uniform hailed a taxicab on East Capitol Street and 
killed the driver, who is the father of two children. The 
defense: the soldier was drunk. Why don’t some people 
in high places crack down hard? When Senate Resolu- 
tion S860, introduced by the late Morris Sheppard, was 
called up by his successor, Senator O’Daniel, it was not 
even debated, but by a parlimentary subterfuge was 
pushed aside. Purpose of the bill was to prohibit alcoholic 
beverages in military camps and control it within a 
definite radius of camp locations. Within the month we 
have had two first-class illustrations of the power of 
public opinion: a certain resignation from the OCD and 
the repeal of the pension bill for congressmen. It is a 
good habit these days to keep in regular correspondence 
with your representatives in the Congress. Don’t squawk 
at home if you keep silent with those who determine 
policies, 


THEN AND NOW 

In a city never laid out for the traffic now on its 
streets, with increasing parking problems and car cur- 
tailment fears, a story of the yester-years comes to life. 
In 1897 Mr. Thomas P. Hickman, now a leading Lutheran 
layman, was riding his bicycle to the Church of the 
Reformation. He was arrested for exceeding the speed 
limit of twelve miles per hour. The officer charged him 
with going fourteen miles. As the atmosphere cleared 
he was booked in police court for riding across a street 
intersection at a speed in excess of six miles. 
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The Great Menace 


An “All-out Blackout’ Could Cost the 
Nation Its Soul 


By LUTHER A. KROUSE, Pottstown, Pa. 


Peruaps the most common word, the new word most 
often on the lips of people, one which came into being 
with the war which is now raging unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth, is the word, “blackout.” Cities are 
blacked out; homes are blacked out; the dome on the 
Capitol at Washington is blacked out; large electric signs 
on power stations have been blacked out—all because of 
the possibility, the very real possibility, of death raining 
from the skies. Minute instructions as to what to do in 
time of blackout have been issued. 

However, in our zeal and enthusiasm to win the war 
—and certainly we do want to win the war for the sake 
of our homes, our boys, our sacred institutions, our free- 
doms, and our way of life—but in our zeal and enthu- 
siasm, there is the danger of an all-out blackout. 

A high official in Washington said (these may not be 
his exact words, but they convey his thought), “The 
only thing that counts is that we win the war!” That’s 
a dangerous bit of philosophy. Certainly, I say, we want 
to win the war, but what shall it profit America if she 
win the war but lose her soul? I am but paraphrasing 
what Jesus said: “What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul?” 

If winning the war means that there must be a black- 
out of God and a blackout of the Lord’s Day and a black- 
out of the Church and a blackout of the Bible, then it 
were better that we lose the war. 


Real Situations 

I know that there are those who will say that I’m just 
“barking up a tree,” that ’m making much ado about 
nothing. But I’m not just imagining things which will 
never come to pass. I’m thinking of things which have 
already begun to come to pass. 

I had a lengthy conversation recently with the father 
of a boy who is in serious trouble. I told that father 
that what this lad needs is more of his father’s com- 
panionship, and more of his counsel, and more of his 
time. And the father said: “That’s all very true. But 
what can I do when I’m working seven days a week? 
When I’m home, the boy’s not home; and when the boy’s 
home, I’m not home.” In other words, there is a black- 
out of those things that the boy needs now more than 
he needs anything else. 

I spoke, too, recently to a man who came to church 
regularly but who in the past month or two has not been 
here at all. When I pressed him for the reason, he said 
there were more important things to be done right now 
than coming to church: we’ve got to win this war! 

That thought is being echoed and re-echoed on the 
part of more and more people. “There are more impor- 
tant things to do these days than to come to Sunday 
school.” “There are more important things to do than 
te come to church.” “There are more important things 
to do than to study God’s Word.” “There are more im- 
portant things to do than to keep alive the missionary 
enthusiasm of the church.” 

These are the things that must be kept alive. These 
are the lights that shine in a dark place. 


‘ 


THE LUTHERAN © 


Why Not These? 

If anything must be abandoned in order to have more 
time for an all-out war effort, let’s abandon some of our 
nights at the movies and some of our afternoons and 
evenings at card parties! Let’s abandon some of our 
automobile trips—especially those that take us away on 
Sundays. Let’s abandon some of our civic clubs and 
some of our PTA’s. Let’s abandon some of our social 
activities, some of our favorite radio programs! If we must 
abandon something in order to have more time for the 
new demands that are being made upon us, let’s abandon 
some of the things that are at the perimeter of the cir- 
cle. Let’s not start with the Church of Jesus Christ and 
with those things that definitely belong to God. In ren- 
dering unto Caesar the things that belong to Caesar, let’s 
not become lax in rendering unto God the things that are 
God’s. 

I’m very serious. I want to see this war won. I want 
to see right prevail. I want to see an end to the toil and 
sweat and the blood and tears that we have been prom- 
ised in such abundance. I want to see children playing 
gleefully in the streets instead of herded into some 
bomb-proof shelter. I want to see young men establish- 
ing homes in the normal way, instead of being trained to 
kill and to destroy the lives and homes of others. But 
I don’t want to see this at the expense of the loss of God 
and the Bible and the Church. And it doesn’t have to be 
that way. We can still give to Caesar all that Caesar is 
demanding, and at the same time keep alive the light 
that shineth in a dark place. 

Let’s not black out the things of God! Let’s not evade 
responsibilities here on the plea that more important 
things are to be done elsewhere. Let’s keep aglow the 
light that shineth in a dark place. 


A Lenten Thought 


By E. ALLAN CHAMBERLIN, Lebanon, Pa. 


Many friends have shown me kindness, 
Helped me up when I was down, 

Given comfort when in sorrow, 

Made me smile instead of frown. 

There’s no kindness, cheer, or comfort— 
Though it reach its highest goal— 

Like the goodness and the mercy 

Of the One Who cheers my soul. 


There were those who said they loved me. 
True, they warmed my heart with love, 

So that earth became a palace 

Like the realms of heaven above. 

But the love of all the others, 

Though it reach from pole to pole, 

Cannot match the loving kindness 

Of the One Who loves my soul. 


There were those who courted danger 
And in hardship made their bed; : 
Silent, sacrifices suffered, . 
That I might be clothed and fed. 
But no sacrifice they suffered 

Plays more than a minor role, 

When I contemplate the suffering 

Of the One Who saved my soul. 
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Home Mission Church Building 


E every seventeen days. During the 


_ programs for missions have been 


eHOW IT IS DONE ~~ 


URING the years since the 
organization of the Board of 

‘ American Missions in 1927, 
new mission congregations have 
been established at the rate of one 


past three years new building 


started on the average of one 
every thirteen days. 

The Church will recall that at 
the time of the Anniversary Ap- 
peal in 1938 there were eighty- 
five unhoused mission congrega- 
tions. The DOERS of good works in service and gifts to 


that Appeal will be pleased to know that 70 of the 85 


have been housed in adequate, churchly structures. In 
the meantime other congregations have been started, 
and while some of these have been able to erect church 
buildings, there are others using temporary quarters; so 
that at present we have sixty unhoused missions on our 
rolls. 

For the most part these mission congregations are 
strategically located on the frontiers of the Church, fron- 
tiers greatly broadened since the days of Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg two hundred years ago. In one sketch of 
the life of this great man of God, we read, “Muhlenberg 
helped to establish a few congregations. He erected sev- 
eral churches and encouraged other congregations to do 
the same.” In Muhlenberg’s day the frontiers of the 
Church were east of the Alleghenies. Then they moved 
west. The Church grew and became strong, and kept 
pace with expanding horizons, extending the Home Mis- 
sion field from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from 
Alaska across this vast continent to the West Indies. 

Today a retracing of steps is often necessary, so that 
in addition to virgin fields we are confronted with the 
task of reclamation. 

Various theories and methods have been used during 
the past two hundred 
_ years in an effort to aid 
new missions to secure 
houses of worship fitted 
to their needs. From the 
scores of methods and 
thousands of church 
building programs in 
this school of experience, 
the Division of Church 


Augustus Lutheran Church 
(“Old Trappe Church”), 
Trappe, Pa., built by 
Muhlenberg shortly after his 
arrival in America. It is the 
i oldest unaltered Lutheran 
church building in America. 


THE CORNERSTONE 
OF 
CHURCH EXTENSION WORK 


“Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; 
serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient 
in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer.” 


By ELWOOD L. BOWMAN, Sec'y 


Division of Church Extension 


Extension of the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions has gleaned a rich 
harvest of information concerning 
the building and financing of mis- 
sion structures. 


BUILDINGS 

During the past three years 
mission structures have been 
erected at costs varying from $500 
to $85,000. One task of Church 
Extension administration is to fit 
the right building (with sound 
financing) to a given field. 

Every church building or improvement program 
should be undertaken as a truly religious experience. 
The type of building should be selected or developed to 
fit the need of the congregation. When these two rules 
are followed, it is a relatively simple matter to fit a 
financing program to care for the need. 

On these pages we illustrate several church buildings 
which have been developed to meet individual situations. 

The plans are representative of a type of service of- 
fered to our mission congregations. We are able to sup- 
ply construction plans and specifications. Architectural 
service is available to change these plans to conform to 
local needs or to develop new plans. 

We have found that basements cost the same per 
cubic foot as equal cubage space above ground. There- 
fore, when conditions permit, we encourage the erection 
of structures without basements. 

Insulation of buildings is recommended as the cost is 
not excessive, and the saving of fuel in winter and the 
added comfort of the members in summer, soon repay 
the initial expenditure. 

At present “priorities” are giving our missions con- 
siderable concern. We will not make a statement here 
because conditions change day by day, but we are at- 
tempting to keep abreast 
of these as well as other 
rapidly changing condi- 
tions. The church will 
realize the values of cau- 
tion in administration at 
a time when it is difficult 
to distinguish temporal 
from permanent situa- 
tions. 


Rom. 12: 11, 12 


All timbers of this church are 
hewn and framed with tenons 
secured with dowels, and 
without paint. Nails, hinges, 
and latches are hand forged 
out of charcoal iron. The floor 
of native stone is laid on 
the ground. 
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“THE NORMAN CHAPEL” 
Seating 125 in Nave. Price class, $7,500 
Charles A. Scheuringer, Arch’t. 


“THE LARCHMONT CHAPEL” 
Seating 170 in Nave. Price class, $14,000 
T. Norman Mansell, Arch’t, 
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“PARISH HOUSE 
DESIGN” 
(Combination Chapel- 
Parsonage, above) 
Seating 140 in Nave 
Price class, $18,500 
Charles A. Scheuringer, 
Arch’t. 


“DESIGN C” (right) 
Seating 170 in Nave 

Price class, $30,000 
Charles A. Scheuringer,  {92,' 5 
Arch’t. NG mae LO 


“THE ARLINGTON CHURCH” (above) 
Seating 170 in Nave. Price class, $25,000 
Smith, Werner and Billings, Arch’ts. 


THE SILVER SPRING CHURCH 
Seating 240 in Nave. Price class, $42,000 
Hokanson and Scheuringer, Arch’ts. 
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No. 1. The Norman Chapel is ideal for the rural parish 
or small town where growth is restricted. It can also be 
used in a community where there is no available meet- 
ing place, and where after five or six years the building 
could be razed to make room for a more pretentious 
structure. | 


No. 2. The Larchmont Chapel has been developed as 
an economical and attractive churchly structure—of 
Colonial design. The sanctuary is on the upper floor. 

_ The lower floor (one-half basement) provides Sunday 
_ school and parish house facilities. 


No. 3. In the Parish House design we have an all- 
purpose structure. In the beginning of the life of the 
mission approximately two-thirds of the building would 
be used for church and Sunday school services. A com- 
_ fortable apartment for the pastor’s family would occupy 
_ the other one-third of the building. Later, as the con- 
gregation grew, the pastor would be provided with a 
regular parsonage and the “apartment” portion of the 
_ structure could be remodeled into Sunday school rooms 
at very little cost. 

This structure is especially adaptable to the econom- 
- ically substantial residential community where rapid 
_ growth is expected, where there is no meeting place for 
F the congregation, and where parsonage rent would be 
_ exorbitant. 


No. 4. With the “Arlington Church” we satisfy a need 
for immediate church and Sunday school-parish house 
_ facilities. This design is planned to meet the need of the 
_ mission congregation which has been meeting in tem- 
) porary quarters, which has grown to fair size, and has a 
_ goodly number of young people. As the congregation 

grows additions can be made to both the church and the 
parish house units. This plan is also suitable for certain 
‘4 established congregations which must relocate, and 
where the first financing is a more serious problem than 


the annual carrying costs. 


No. 5. Design “C” can be described as being suitable 

_ to the same needs as the Larchmont Chapel (No. 2)— 

except that this plan is more expensive. Under certain 

’ conditions and as a first unit, design “C” can be erected 
_ without a basement. 


No. 6. The Silver Spring Church plan is a complete 
j unit. The sanctuary seating can be increased approx- 
_ imately one hundred for overflow services by opening 
interior windows and doors in the rear of the sanctuary 
and sliding doors in the parish house. The parish house 
_ as shown can be enlarged at a later date and if desired 
a parsonage can be added, both of like design. When the 
need of a mission field requires this fine type building, 
' proportionately greater financial co-operation is required 
v from the local group as compared with missions in more 
humble situations. 


\ 
LOTS 


Location and site are very important—often essential, 
for success. In brief, we generally favor a location on a 
Main street or avenue (not a trunk highway). De luxe 
locations are to be avoided. The size of the lot is variable 
and entirely dependent upon the type of building 
facilities required for the field. 
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FINANCING 

A word should be added concerning methods of 
financing the projects. We recognize the fact that expe- 
rienced, competent guidance in church building finance 
is essential to success. The Board specifies that building 
indebtedness shall not be in excess of $100 per com- 
muning member; a $50 limit is more desirable. There 
are no magic methods of financing and paying for a 
project without “feeling” it. We do not offer buildings 
to groups of individuals as an inducement to form a con- 
gregation, or as an incentive for them to unite with the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 

A new church edifice should be a glorious event in the 
life of a community—and_ it is right that the local group 
should make great sacrifices to erect the house of God— 
just as those in established congregations should give 
sacrificially to assist in this great mission of the Church. 


A SURVEY OF LUTHERAN SERVICE CENTERS 
(Continued from page 6) 


welfare workers, were professional counselers of men. 
In the year, they had come to know service men—many 
of them intimately. The ministry of the Lutheran Serv- 
ice Center became immensely more important with the 
advent of war. 

Each of these fourteen Centers, and the several others 
that I did not get to visit, was initiated through the ex- 
ecutive action of Dr. N. M. Ylvisaker, on behalf of the 
National Lutheran Council’s Service Men’s Division, 
and of the Rev. Mr. Fred Webber, secretary of the Mis- 
souri Synod’s Army and Navy Commission. For at more 
than half the centers I visited there was not one Lu- 
theran service pastor but two—one for the National Lu- 
theran Council, and one for the Missouri Synod. I can 
tell you too that to a visitor one of the most interesting 
features of every Lutheran Service Center is this novel 
teamwork. All American Lutherans stand behind this 
service men’s program. 


Responsive to Needs 

And each of the fourteen Centers, though started un- 
der such executive supervision, has grown up in its own 
way. Some drew mainly soldiers; in some, the only kind 
of uniform you saw was blue. Some were in large cities; 
some in towns that were still small after you had counted 
the thousands of camp followers who moved in with the 
Army. Some were in communities where the service 
pastors could count heavily on local Lutheran congrega- 
tions for support; some were in communities where the 
name Lutheran was strange if not foreign. Some Centers 
had only one service pastor. Some were located in 
church parish houses, and served at least in part by the 
regular pastor of the church. Some Centers were large 
enough to hold a three-ring circus; some were so small 
that there was no room for a ping-pong table. But in 
front of each was the sign, “Lutheran Service Center,” 
and despite the shapes and styles, all of them seemed to 
share certain characteristics in common. Of one thing 
you could be sure—every Lutheran Center drew men 
of a definite type, decent, well-behaved and on the whole, 
pretty quiet. That is probably as good an indication as I 
can give of the atmosphere to be found in the typical 
Lutheran Service Center. 

(The series is to be continued) 
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Among Ourselves — 
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Leavening the Lump 


A coop article is one that expresses my own thoughts 
ir clearer language than I could manage myself. At 
least, that’s the way I usually recognize a good article. 
There are certain columns in the daily paper that I skip 
because I know they won’t be any good—just full of a 
lot of stuff I don’t agree with. Oh, now and again I 
glance at them to make sure they are as stupidly misin- 
formed as ever. And once in a long, long time I am 
pleasantly surprised to find that I have misjudged the 
writer. This time he has something. I can agree with 
everything he has to say. It is a good article after all. 

But there is a religious publication that I read because 
I never know whether the material it contains is going to 
be “good” or “bad,” judged by my standards. It is a 
very human publication, because there is “so much good 
in the worst of it and so much bad in the best of it” that 
I never know what I am going to think of it. Usually 
I spend the time between issues debating the matter. 

Take, for example, an article on the problem of the 
American Negro. A writer of international reputation 
takes the white citizens of our country rather sharply 
to task for our superior attitude. He points out the lim- 
ited opportunity which is presented to those of colored 
blood. And he hints that if we do not mend our evil ways 
and come to true repentance and do something about 
it, the day may not be far off when we will be sorry. 

It set me thinking. I suppose it set a lot of other peo- 
ple thinking, too. Maybe the rest of his readers knew 
what they thought, but I have been groping. I myself 
have not a trace of racial prejudice. I neither dislike a 
colored person because he is colored nor like him for 
that reason if he is not likable in other ways. The feel- 
ing that many of our “enlightened” people have, that it 
is their duty to make up to the colored person because 
God did not give him a pretty white skin like our own 
is a form of snobbery for which intelligent Negroes will 
not thank them. 

As you look back over the equality that has been 
achieved by and for the descendants of African chief- 
tains in the past eighty years, it is truly remarkable. 
That the white man’s civilization is no “better” than the 
one from which they were dragged is being demon- 
strated today. The mess in which we find ourselves, 
started as a white man’s war. But better or not, our 
civilization is different from the primitive life of Africa. 
Only an adaptable race could have made the jump in so 
few generations. And the number of Negroes who have 
met us on our own ground and surpassed the achieve- 
ments of other Americans is a thing of which all Amer- 
icans should be proud. But just to be sure I wasn’t 
painting too pretty a picture, I spoke to a young colored 
girl about it. “Surely your people don’t feel that white 
folks are intentionally keeping them down. Or do they?” 

“The church people and the better class of white peo- 
ple are not,” she replied. “It is the poor and the ignorant 
who try to keep us down. In high school we always got 
along nicely with the boys and girls from the better 
homes. It was the ones whose families didn’t amount to 
anything themselves that didn’t act very well toward us.” 
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a By Margaret A. J. Irvin 

In a few sentences she had expressed a fundamental 
truth about human society. No one group can rise at the 
expense of another. Any superiority that is worth any- 
thing draws others up with it. That we need to con- 
tinue and intensify our work of raising standards is 
obvious. But where do we begin? With the underpriv- 
ileged colored? With the poor, benighted white? Or 
with both? 

It looks like a pretty big lump of mankind to raise, but 
we have it on good authority that a little leaven goes a 
very long way. 


How’s Your Game? 


“I HAVE just met our new neighbors,” gushed Mrs. 
Old-resident. “They are lovely people, and I’m just 
dying to see him play golf. He talks a wonderful game!” 

You may not have met the particular person she re- 
ferred to, but you know his twin brother very well. He 
may be the bridge player who can always give you a 
technical explanation for his being set three tricks 
doubled and vulnerable to keep his opponents from 
scoring. He may be the scrawny little fellow who can 
give you a blow-by-blow description of all the “impor- 
tant” prizefights of reeent years. He may be the arm- 
chair patriot who can tell you what’s wrong with the 
government, the army, the navy and the marines, and 
how they really should be run. He may be the man who 
can give the Christian answers but doesn’t see how they 
should change his business methods. They all “talk a 
good game,” but their play is a little weak. 

Or perhaps it is his twin sister you know. She can tell 
you how to make the most wonderful cakes, but the one 
you taste is always one with which she has had bad luck. 
She can tell you what to do for all sorts of illness, but 
her children are always sick. She can talk most learn- 
edly about child psychology, but her own children are 
far from being well behaved. She can tell you how the 
church and all its auxiliaries should be run, but when 
it comes to helping, she is just too busy “this time.” 

Both the male and the female of the species are ex- 
tremely trying to people who are working hard to get 
things done. Yet talking a game has its uses too. 

The lives of thousands have been influenced by men 
who from pulpit or classroom have talked a good game 
of life. But only when they “practice what they preach.” 
In Christianity, as in other things, it is performance that 
counts. Whether Christianity is preached first to the 
intellectual class—as it was in Japan—or to the masses 
—as it was in India—its spread to other classes depends 
upon the lives of individual Christian men and women. 
Whether we preach it to the “down and outs” or to the 
“up and outs” here at home, our success depends upon 
how we live what we believe just as much as upon how 
we Say it. 

For quite a while we have talked a good game of world 
brotherhood. In the movement known as “Lutheran 
World Action” we have given a better than fair per- 
formance. It needs to be even better, because this is 
just a practice game for the real tournament that will 
come after the war. 
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Musings of a 
Ministers Wife... . 
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Lenten Crescendo 


The Bordenville Parsonage Feels the Strain 


Mark, Joan and I raced through the supper dishes, so 
that we could all go to the Lenten service at seven- 
thirty. It looked as though we were trying to set a 
world’s record for dish-washing speed. 

Trying to listen to Joan at the same time took quite 

some brainwork. She feels very grown-up about being 
_ allowed to go to the service. 


‘ “Betty’s mother must think Betty is just a baby. She 
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never lets her go anywhere!” I pretended not to remem- 
_ ber how often she had said, ‘““You think I’m just a baby. 

Betty’s mother lets her go everywhere.” This hardly 
' seemed like the right moment to stress details of that 
sort. I was glad to see her so eager to go to church. 

“Mark, put that butter in the refrigerator, will you?” 
I asked. “And be sure to close the door tight. Some- 
times it flies open if it doesn’t latch just right. I must 
get someone to look at it, if I can get hold of anyone. 
Your father is much too busy right now for me to bother 
him with things like that.” 

I caught myself quickly. The first thing I knew my 
inner exasperation would be peeping through the shell 


_ of self-control I had put around it. Lent is one of the 


most trying times in the life of a minister’s wife. She 
needs all the spiritual strength she can gather about that 


_ time. I needed to get to that service tonight far more 


Sone Sees 


than most of the people who would be there. 
“This garbage is ready to take out, if you don’t mind.” 
“Well, well, isn’t that nice? Who was going to take it 


_ out do you suppose?” 


“Mark! Don’t tease me! I can’t quite ‘take it’ tonight.” 

“O K., Mother. Since it’s you, I guess I'll do it.” 

I looked after him gratefully. He really is a dear, that 
son of mine. I’m glad he’s too young to have patriotism 
creating any problems in our household. My position 
in regard to our country and the war effort is just like 
that of a lot of people and the church. I really love my 
country, but so far I haven’t gotten around to doing very 
much about it. Just like all the people who are Chris- 
_ tians, of course they are! And they intend to come to 

church more when they are not so busy. 
Jerry has been running into so much of that in check- 


_ ing up on his non-communing members. He always has 


a thorough check-up before Easter. I tell him it’s a form 
of penance, because he has to keep biting his tongue to 
keep from alienating them from the church forever. 


’ Still, I think it is harder on me than on anyone else. I 


am the one who has to hear the speech he would have 
made, if he had thought it would do any good. 

And I have to exercise all my tact to keep the children 
toeing the mark. Like most parents, we both tend to 
see the things we most deplore in others budding right 
_in our own household. The difference is that at home it 

is not too late to do anything about it, and we proceed 
to land like a ton of bricks—especially when we are 
under a strain, as we are at this particular season. 

I wonder what our Lord would think of such a state 
of affairs. The time we set aside to meditate upon His 
withdrawal from the world has become one of the busiest 
times of the whole year in the parsonage. There are the 


— 
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non-communing to be checked on, the prospective mem- 
bers to be visited and, if necessary, instructed. The reg- 
ular educational work of the church is going full speed 
ahead. There are usually more sick to be visited than 
at other times. The parish societies ease up on their 
more secular occupations, but none of the work with 
which the minister is connected slows down at all. And 
with it all, he is supposed to have enough time for 
meditation to prepare three sermons a week. 

To keep my husband from cracking under the strain, 
I try to run the household with as few demands on his 
time as possible. Things like that refrigerator door, the 
window shade in the living room that keeps coming off 
its roller and the broken drawer in Joan’s desk will just 
have to wait till after Easter. Mark has offered to fix 
them, but I don’t want him to start without someone to 
help him if he strikes a snag. 

My mind came back to what Joan was saying. 

“So I told Miss Thomas to let me be Spirit of 
Spring because I knew you could make me a costume. 
It is to be pale green and yellow and sort of float.” 

“When did you say you are to be Spirit of Spring, 
Joan?” 

“The day before we close for Easter vacation. You 
know, I told you we were practicing the songs, but they 
didn’t choose the characters because they wanted to see 
who could do it best. So they chose Lorraine, but her 
mother couldn’t make the costume. So I said you’d make 
it and I could be.” 

I opened my mouth and closed it again. There were 
many angles about the whole thing I did not like; but 
that was not Joan’s fault. I expect her to conform to 
what is expected of her at school. I’d have to do the 
same. 

“Better get Miss Thomas to let me have a little more 
information about it, hadn’t you?” 

“She'll make a fine Spirit of Spring, she will! No 
wonder they chose Lorraine first!” 

“And you'd make a fine Spirit of the Soil. You get 
along upstairs and scrub under your chin, if you are 
going to church with us.” 

I’ve often wondered why boys were born with such 
a deep-seated aversion to washing their necks. Now I 
know. It’s to give their mothers a legitimate object on 
which to vent their irritation. 


Naughty 
Nora’s 


Nonsense 


Ir all the things, both good 
and bad, 

Which, © have ever done, 

Were added up, I wouldn’t 
wait— 

I’d simply turn and run! 
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Sacred S. 
fice entences 


He is the mediator of a new covenant. 


Hebrews 9: 15 


Hv Suru, ambassador from China to the United States, 
is a thinker and scholar highly esteemed as a diplomat. 
As a mediator between two great nations, he wisely 
handles international affairs at this crucial time. None 
less than God’s own Son represented the Kingdom of 
Heaven when the new covenant was negotiated for a 
new era of history. As in Adam all men were led into 
sin and death, so in the Second Adam all were given 
opportunity to return to holiness and life eternal. It 
required an infinite Mediator to negotiate and effect so 
great a pact and restoration. Through Him are we 
brought into a “new covenant” with God. 


see en 


He took the blood of calves and goats—and sprinkled 
both the book itself and all the people, saying, This is 
the blood of the covenant which God commanded to 
Hebrews 9: 19, 20 


In sacrificial rivers blood flows on many battlefields. 
New covenants of friendship are through blood baptism 
sealed between comrades in a common cause. In the 
supreme sacrifice is life’s fullest expression. In cere- 
monial law, the Jews and other Oriental worshipers sac- 
rificed life in token of their devotion. But the law of 
love, under a better covenant, discards the token as no 
longer needful since supplanted by the spiritual reality. 
The prefiguration in the blood of animals has been ful- 
filled in the sacrifice of Christ Jesus. 


“But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away; 
A Sacrifice of nobler name, 
And richer blood than they.”—Issac Watts 


+ + + 


For we have not a high priest that cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath 
been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 


sin. Hebrews 4: 15 


WHETHER as priest, preacher, or pastor, the official 
leader should be a minister, or servant. When the high 
priest of old withdrew into “the holy of holies,” it was 
not in the sense of separation from his fellow worship- 
ers, but in lowliness of spirit he carried with him the 
offerings and prayers of his people. When today the ac- 
credited leader turns his back to the congregation, it 
is only that he may face symbolically the Shekinah or 
presence of God beyond the altar, leading the congrega- 
tion in worship. Our “high priest,” Jesus, first bowed 
His head on Calvary between sinners whose temptations 
and sufferings He shared, and then led all of lowly and 
contrite spirit toward heaven’s throne. 


+ + + 


Ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with 
silver and gold, from your vain manner c{ dife—ut 
with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and 


without spot, even the blood of Christ. 
I Peter 1: 18, 19 


you-ward. 


THE LUTHERAN 
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WHEN an article is redeemed from a pawnbroker, it is 
usually at a special sacrifice. Some people would bar- 
gain with God as to salvation, presenting sacrificial gifts 
or good works as the ransom. Not so is the method of 
the great Redeemer of lost souls and undone lives. In 
abounding mercy He remits all charges and makes re- 
demption possible “without money and without price.” 


+ ~ + 


For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye 


should follow his steps. I Peter 2: 26 


THE Japanese are said to teach that “to die for one’s 
country is to live forever.” Not for conquest or glory 
but for the redemption, happiness, and peace of mankind 
the Captain of our salvation died vicariously. He left us 
“an example” that we “should follow his steps.” In- 
visibly He ever leads on in the sacrificial, yet glorious, 
way. Can we truthfully sing the hymn, “Where He 
leads me I will follow, Follow Jesus all the way”? 


+ + + 


Who gave himself for us that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity. Titus 2: 14 


Durine Lent the beneficiaries of the Gospel through- 
out Christendom retell the story of redemption and fol- 
low “the way of the cross.”’ Atonement with God through 
Jesus Christ is the central theme. Our divine Saviour 
only can free us from sin and its consequences. The 
promise of redemption is “from all iniquity.” From the 
sacrificial blood of Jesus flows life eternal. 


“There is plentiful redemption 
In the blood that has been shed; 
There is joy for all the members 
In the sorrows of the Head.”—Frederick W. Faber 


+ + + 


Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world! John 1: 29 


Like the zealots of some religious cults of his day, 
Abraham decided to sacrifice his son Isaac, in the belief 
that it was Jehovah’s will. But the angel of the Lord 
stayed the knife of his uplifted hand, and showed him a 
ram caught in a thicket nearby, which was to be offered 
as a substitute. “Jehovah-jireh!”—“Jehovah sees,” or 
“provides”—exclaimed Abraham; and he saw prefigured 
the provision by God of His Lamb as the great substitute. 


“Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious Blood 
Shall never lose its power 
Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved, to sin no more.”—William Cowper 


A PRAYER 


HEAVENLY Father, we thank Thee for the manifold ex- 
pressions of Thy mercy and love, especially as revealed 
in Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Through Him, as the great 
burden-bearer, we pray for grace needed for the tasks 
of today. Help us to accept life’s loads, not as crosses 
to be endured but as opportunities to be used for our 
spiritual development and for Thy service. In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen. 


iad, 


March 18, 1942 


"Take the Bumps” 


“Taxe the bumps” was the key thought in an interest- 
ing sermon by an Episcopal rector. The world is taking 
its people on a rough ride these days. Many are the 
jolts on the international highways and the unrepaired 
byways of these times. Governmental edicts as to pri- 
orities, rationing, conscription, and a long line of “don’ts” 
and “ifs” block the way of progress while the roads are 
ripped up for resurfacing in the years ahead. 

It is “up to” every man, woman, and child to take a 


_ share of the bumps in order to “get where we are going.” 


The Wake Island Marines and the Bataan heroes have 


“taken plenty” and shown how it can be done gloriously 


and graciously. Through struggle and hardships the best 
in one is developed and the best achieved for the race. 
As with trout and salmon, strength is gained by shooting 
the rapids; as with eagles, strong wings are grown by 


_ battling the winds; and as with beasts of the forest 


muscle and agility are perfected by overcoming enemies; 
even so with men, oceans are crossed, skies are climbed, 
the elements are conquered, by overcoming handicaps 
and surmounting obstacles that would block the way. 
Jellyfish grow in still water but men amidst currents 
that strain and tear. 

Fortitude is the quality of endurance when beaten 
into hardness by opposing blows. Giant hammers in the 
mill beat rough ingots into steel. Hard knocks toughen 
the metal and strengthen the mettle in men, be it in body 
or mind. The prizefighter takes sledge-hammer blows 
because he is prepared by hard training and sacrifice. 
The soldier stands up on the front lines because he has 
been disciplined in training camps. 

Tensile strength is more important than mere forti- 
tude. A man may be beaten by circumstances into a 
steeliness of heart that is brutish. The spirit may be 
knocked out by a continual pounding of misfortune. A 
poor fellow welched out of his life’s savings by a scoun- 
drel lost faith in humanity and became sullen and 
morose. A young wife, with her unborn babe, left her 
heartbroken husband because the latter had thought- 
lessly crossed her by innocent bantering and by failing 
to understand her peculiarities. But a tensile soul has 
character; it does not break under provocation. Like 
true love, spoken of by St. Paul, it “never faileth,” but 
“beareth all things.” 


Life's Lessons 


Tue lesson in arithmetic, in algebra, may be hard; but 
failure in mastering it means a breakdown in morale, a 
weakening of the student’s caliber and stamina. The boy 
who thoughtlessly trips into the manhole or breaks 
through the thin ice at the millpond, should thereafter 
be on his guard. The youth who breaks his arm while 
climbing should go ever higher by watching each move 
in life’s climb. 

To get hard knocks, broken bones or wounded hearts, 
blasted hopes or unrequited love, is part of the process 
of training. We must pass through all stages of develop- 
ment, all grades in life’s school, before we are ready to 
graduate into the higher life beyond. “He that endureth 


_ unto the end shall be saved,” is the promise; but endur- 


ance is more than passive fortitude or active heroism. 
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It is more than tensile strength of built-up character, 
developed through suffering and sacrifice. It is positive 
force of spiritual quality, wrought out through years of 
training in life’s school, ability to win through to the 
end. It is being “strengthened with might by His Spirit 
in the inward man.” Without a tie-up with the here- 
after, life here would be an enigma; but related to char- 
acter culture and to ends that are spiritual and eternal, 
our earthly training is of supreme importance, necessary 
to our highest development and leading into our ulti- 
mate good. 


The Saving Way 


Sous are saved by faith plus grace. 

Faith is the implanted power that drives from want to 
satisfaction. A vacant soul seeks something beyond him- 
self, even if that which is desired is of minor value and 
if, when attained, it gives only temporary or partial 
satisfaction. Only when one seeks that which is spiritual 
and eternal, and when desire merges into a faith that 
reaches after the infinite, can true satisfaction come to 
the hungry soul. 

Grace meets faith, as the poles of electricity join in 
living contact. As want induces desire, and this leads 
into its highest expression, faith, so the latter reaches 
up and grasps the grace that descends from the Infinite. 
Thus upward, in ascending spiral, the soul seeks its 
Maker; and man’s negation is laid hold on by God’s 
positive, flowing freely from heaven’s dynamo to lift 
and save and transform. The grace of God is in Jesus 
the Mediator, and bridges infinitely the chasm between 
the Creator and the creature. With His sacrificial cross 
He contacts the needy sinner and lifts him graciously 
above life’s Calvaries into the realization of the supreme 
goals of his transformed desires. 


"Judica” 


Tue fifth Sunday in Lent is named “Judica” from the 
first word in the Introit for the day: “Judge me, O God; 
and plead my cause against an ungodly nation. O de- 
liver me from the deceitful and unjust man: for Thou 
art the God of my strength.” 

The Judge is the Son of man Who knows the way we 
take from the cradle to the grave. In the midst of an 
ungodly world, He knows our plight and pleads for the 
penitent seeker. As the God of our strength, He delivers 
from the deceitful and unjust man. Praise the Lord for 
such a knowing Judge, loving Saviour, and helping 
Friend! 

Psalm 43, the first verse of which is quoted in the 
Introit for Judica, has been described as the continuance 
of the forty-second; the situation from which the poem 
springs is the same in both. The writer’s state of mind 
is indicated by his words: “Why art thou cast down, O 
my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me?” It 
is obvious that an enemy has come upon him from whom 
he cannot escape except as rescue is provided from on 
high. He seeks refuge, not punishment, in his appeal, 
“Judge me.” 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


eACROSS THE “DESK 


INTERFERENCE WITH CHURCH IN NORWAY 


Tue LuTHERAN has received from the Norwegian 
Legation in Washington, D. C., an announcement and a 
“news story.” The first declares that all the bishops of 
Norway (they number seven) have resigned their of- 
fices. Concerning this abdication the bulletin reads: 


“Latest communications state that each of the bishops sent 
individual letters of resignation to the government on the 
date mentioned (February 24, 1942). Quisling’s Minister of 
Church and Education Ragner Skancke retaliated the same 
day by sending Bishop Berggrav a telegram ‘suspending’ 
him from his position and prohibiting him from exercising 
any of the functions of his office. Later he was formally ‘dis- 
missed.’ Bishop Berggrav and Bishop Johan Nicolai Stoeren 
of Trondheim are now under orders to report to Oslo police 
headquarters between 8 and 9 o’clock every morning and 
between 7 and 8 o’clock every evening. 

“In their letters of resignation the bishops emphasized that 
‘the spiritual duties which were given to me by ordination 
at the Lord’s altar are still mine with God and with right. 
To be a preacher of the Gospel, the congregation’s minister, 
and spirtual adviser of our pastors is and will continue to be 
my duty. I shall continue to look after these duties insofar 
as it is possible for a non-official.’ ” 


“The Trondheim Affair” 


This last of a series of irritating “incidents” in which 
the Quisling regime has interfered with the duly con- 
stituted spiritual and ecclesiastical authorities of Nor- 
way occurred in and at the Cathedral of Trondheim on 
Sunday, February 1. This diocese is the oldest of those 
constituting the Church of Norway. In 1930, the old 
cathedral having been destroyed by a fire, a new build- 
ing was consecrated on the 900th anniversary of the for- 
mal establishment of Christianity in Norway at Trond- 
heim. The Norwegian Church does not have the office of 
archbishop as do Sweden and Finland, but, like Den- 
mark, recognizes one of its bishops as primate. This 
place is assigned (according to our reports) to the bishop 
of Oslo. Trondheim is next in order. 

The resignation of all the bishops was precipitated 
by an illegal invasion of the prerogatives of the church 
by “the Minister of Education” of the Quisling cabinet. 
From the communication of the Norwegian Legation in 
Washington to THe LUTHERAN we quote paragraphs: 


“The Rey. Arne Fjellbu, Dean of the Trondheim Cathedral 
and one of the most respected of Norwegian clergymen, was 
to speak at the cathedral at the regular Sunday morning 
worship on February 1. On January 26 the Nazi Minister of 
Church and Education suddenly wired instructions to the 
Bishop of Trondheim, Johan Nicolai Stoeren, ordering him 
to open the church on February 1 to the Rev. Blessing Dahle 
one of the very few ministers in Norway who have turned 
Nazi. 

“In spite of protests by Bishop Stoeren and Dean Fjellbu 
against this violation of law and traditions, the instructions 
were insisted upon and Blessing Dahle spoke at the so-ealled 
‘festival services’ at 11 o’clock in the morning. His topic was 
the now famous ‘Act of State’ which took place the same day 
at Akershus Castle in Oslo and at which Major Vidkun Quis- 
ling assumed the title and duties of ‘Minister-President’ of 
Norway with German blessings. Only a meager audience of 
local Nazis attended the service conducted by Blessing Dahle. 

“Meanwhile the service to be conducted by Dean Fjellbu 


had been postponed until 2 o’clock in the afternoon. By the 
time Dahle’s service was over, large crowds were streaming 
towards the cathedral, and a considerable number of persons 
were already seated in the church by the time police marched 
up to prevent any more from entering. It was to enforce 
this order that police clubs were brought into play.” 


To those who got into the cathedral before the police 
drew a cordon and stopped admittance, the dean 
preached on a portion of the Gospel lesson for that Sun- 
day: “Peter said to Jesus, We have left everything and 
followed you.” It was no doubt his last sermon, a letter 
informs one; but it will long linger in the memory of 
those who heard him speak. 


To Express Feelings 

Meantime the knowledge of the insult to their bishop 
and the dean had spread in the city and “a crowd 
streamed toward the cathedral.” Unable to enter be- 
cause of the police guard, they stood together outside 
and used hymns and national songs to express their feel- 
ing. Of this part of the day’s events an eyewitness has 
written: 


“Tt was no unruly mob, but thousands of Christians. 
Among them was nearly the entire clergy of Trondheim. 
They were standing outside the cathedral, prevented by 
police from entering the House of God to listen to the serv- 
ice and to receive Holy Communion. In many respects, how- 
ever, we lived through one of the strangest half hours of our 
life, and we shall never forget it. 

“That half hour will be a most precious memory from the 
most serious times in which we are now living. We were 
freezing, but we could not leave the place. We had to find 
some expression for what we felt. We did not make noise 
like an ordinary crowd of demonstrators. 

“From the most easterly part of the place I suddenly 
heard a voice, I do not know whose, starting Luther’s old 
hymn. All of us took off our hats and joined in the singing 
of “A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and weapon 
... strong mail of craft and power, He weareth in this hour; 
on earth is not His equal.” 

“While we were standing there with uniformed and 
armed policemen in front of us, the old song carried by 
thousands of voices sounded prouder and mightier than any 
I have ever heard. Then came Blix’s National Hymn and 
after that Bjornson’s “Yes, we love with fond devotion this 
our native land”—Norway’s national anthem. Nobody said 
a word. I was standing almost in front of the crowd beside 
some girls fifteen to twenty years old. When I looked at 
them I saw that they were weeping. And all of us had 
difficulty in keeping back our tears.’ ” 


A further widening of the chasm between the church 
and the Quisling (Nazi) party was developed two weeks 
later, when the government proclaimed a law enacted 
at a cabinet meeting réquiring all children between the 
ages of ten and eighteen to join and serve in the National 
Socialist Youth organization. At the bishops’ meeting a 
response was drafted and sent to the Minister of Church 
and Education, Einar Skancke by name, in which a dec- 
laration familiar to Americans and Canadians was ex- 
pressed: “Parents are responsible for the education of 
their children according to duties placed on them (the 
parents) through baptism.” (We do not know what 
Skancke signifies in Norway, but we have a good guess 
that here the word’s a would be wu. Eb.) 


= 
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COULD IT HAPPEN HERE? 
TuE policies inaugurated in Norway following its “‘oc- 
cupation” by the Nazi government were described in 
1940 as military measures—a strategical move to enable 
German armed forces to invade and conquer Britain. 
There was no claim on the part of the Hitler government 
that national rights and international laws had been 
violated. The excuse given was “to beat England” to 
the same kind of move. Interference with local govern- 
ment and with the civic and ecclesiastical institutions of 
Norway was disavowed. That such promises were not 
made seriously became apparent when a puppet govern- 
ment headed by a Norwegian (?) named Quisling was 


_ set up and given the authority of German troops. 


From the very beginning there was friction between 
the people and the Nazi government because of inter- 
ference with cherished Norwegian institutions. The 
church and the schools soon felt the grip of the invaders, 


‘who were not satisfied to “occupy” the area in defense 


against the British, but who promptly set about Nazify- 
_ing the form of government. Since clergy and school- 
“men opposed the transformation, it was necessary to 
silence their preaching and change their teaching. 


The puppet government made use of a position in the 
Norwegian cabinet to strangle the national institutions. 


_ They appointed a Nazi to the cabinet position Minister 


™ 


of Church and Education. Thus a means was established 
to eject pastors from their parishes if they preached 
against the Quisling party. A union was organized, “the 
purpose of which is to bring all education into ‘harmony 
with the new order.’” Nine thousand out of the nation’s 
teachers, found in 1935 to number 10,597, have protested 
the order. But imagine the nerve of invaders aiming to 
stop Britain, that proclaim laws to muzzle ministers of 
the Gospel of Christ, inject a foreign and unacceptable 
ideology into the schools and den:=nd that all children 
be given training in which the sole objective is to render 
the citizen’s primary obedience to the state. 

It is the Norwegian’s headache, we might say—their 
hard luck in being what they are where they are. But 
when the proposal is made to us in America that a mem- 
ber of our President’s cabinet shall have charge of the 
schools of the nation, or when an ecclesiastical minority 


charges our system of instructing the youth to verge on 


indifference to religion, meaning one kind of worship 
and church organization, we think of what a political 
movement is getting away with in Norway. And not 
only in Norway, but in every totalitarian government 
now arrayed in an armed attempt to make the citizen 
a puppet instead of a free man. Patrick Henry’s words 


_ may again be proclaimed in the Western Hemisphere as 


the formula for the actions of aroused Christian citizens. 


_ FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY 


From some book or pamphlet which has escaped our 


_ memory we have received the tradition that among the 
'“mames applied to the early Christians was one used 


among themselves. It was in fact a phrase which was 
developed from the inquiry of Thomas, “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life.” From this declaration the 
company of believers referred to each other as “The 
followers of the Way.” 

A faint shadow of some such reality is found in Paul’s 
‘defense of himself before Felix, Roman governor at 
Caesarea. The missionary to the Gentiles had been ar- 
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rested by the Jewish authorities, who through the 
mouth of a lawyer, Tertullus by name, cited Paul as “a 
pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the 
Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect 
of the Nazarenes.” Certainly the indictment was a 
serious charge. 

Paul’s defense against these accusations was on all but 
two points a denial. He testified that his presence in 
Jerusalem and at the temple was not only in strict ac- 
cord with the tenets of Jewish law, but was in fact an 
act of charity. He had brought alms for needy folk in 
the holy city. But on two items he said the charge was 
true. We quote: “But this I confess unto thee, that after 
the way which they (his Jewish accusers) call heresy, 
so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in the law and in the prophets: and 
have hope toward God, which they themselves also 
allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, 
both of the just and unjust.” 


A Dramatic Narrative 

We recommend the twenty-third to the twenty-sixth 
chapters inclusive of the Book of Acts for continuous 
reading. They are the description of which the dramatic 
values register after nineteen centuries despite changes 
of scene and their rendition in a different language. But 
what we have as our purpose is to focus attention on 
that phrase in Acts 24: 14“‘ArTrerR THE way which they 
call heresy.” It can well be true that the great apostle 
was here acknowledging his connection with a group of 
people who were quite willing to be known as Followers 
of the Way. In such a name there was not only no re- 
proach, such as might be attached to the title Nazarenes. 
Also, it was of their own choosing. It described their 
attitude toward God, toward the faith of their fathers 
to whom the Father has manifested Himself, and espe- 
cially it signified that quality of faith which is given in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews: “the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

From this revealing testimony of St. Paul before Felix, 
Festus, and King Agrippa, one should turn to the sec- 
ond chapter of Peter’s first Epistle. It is descriptive of 
the proper conduct of those who held with Peter that 
Jesus was man’s Saviour and Redeemer. One might 
call it the map of the Way of Life, and the comparison 
would be allowable, since the apostle’s name for those 
to whom he wrote is “Strangers and Pilgrims.” You 
can start with the generalization of a journey from an 
earthly into a heavenly land, and gather details of in- 
terest as the chapter’s verses imply day-by-day contacts 
with life’s many experiences. “Strangers and Pilgrims.” 
“Followers of the Way.” One’s imagination is not over- 
taxed in choosing these as the descriptive titles for them- 
selves which the early Christians favored. 

We have chosen this somewhat extended discussion 
of phrases of the New Testament because we are at the 
threshold of another Palm Sunday and looking forward 
to those solemn services at which the vow of fidelity in 
our Lord’s service is made or is renewed. We insist 
chiefly and properly at our confirmation services on the 
sincere and public testimony of individuals. Each con- 
fesses his or her faith before men. But in the rite there 
is also this Pauline significance. We join those who after 
the way which some call heresy are the vast company 
of such as seek another and a better country; that is, 
an heavenly one. 
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The Day of Hosannas 


Jesus Provides Identification for His Kingship 
By NATHAN R. MELHORN 
Mark 11: 1-11; Luke 19: 41-44. The Sunday School Lesson for March 29 


Amonc the most familiar of the in- 
cidents in the life of our Lord is that 
one which is described by the Gospel 
lesson for Palm Sunday. The fact that 
confirmation is connected with the cele- 
bration of our Lord’s public entry into 
Jerusalem brings a very large percent- 
age of the members of churches to their 
sanctuaries, and thus they hear the 
story as Matthew tells it in the twenty- 
first chapter of his Gospel. 


The Kingly Office 


It is, of course, impossible and even 
irreverent to separate our Lord’s activ- 
ities from Him or from each other. It 
is a convenience to say of Him that 
there are two natures, divine and hu- 
man, one person. For a similar pur- 
pose, in catechetical instruction, teach- 
ers often divide the period of His 
earthly ministry into two parts, the first 
being known as the state of humilia- 
tion; the second is the state of exalta- 
tion which begins, in terms of the 
Apostles’ Creed, with the descent into 
hell and extends thence into recogni- 
tion of His exaltation to the right hand 
of God. The authority for the use of 
these names, humiliation and exalta- 
tion, is found in Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians (2: 5-11). 

Another convenient classification is 
that which refers to “the offices of 
Christ.” They are prophetic, priestly, 
and kingly. Under the first the activ- 
ities of His ministry of teaching are in- 
cluded. In the second we think of Him 
as the offering—the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world. But 
we also know Him as the priest who 
offers himself once for all and thus has 
abrogated the duties and offices of the 
Hebrew high priests. 

The third of these offices is that of 
king. Its prerogatives are least fre- 
quently employed during the period of 
our Lord’s humiliation. They are fore- 
shadowed, however, with outstanding 
definiteness by the prophets of Israel. 
There is Isaiah’s announcement as we 
have it in the Christmas lessons: “His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The mighty God, The everlast- 
ing Father, The Prince of Peace.” In 
Psalm 118 are verses that refer to Him 
Who shall be greeted with the cry, 
“Hosanna!” In the ninth chapter of the 
prophecy of Zechariah, the very words 
that were used by the people of Jeru- 
salem to shout their greetings to Jesus 
can be read: “O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: be- 
hold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is 


just, and having salvation; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the 
foal of an ass.” Finally, the last verse 
of the Old Testament can be inter- 
preted as an expression of a royal au- 
thority: “He shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers, lest I 
come and smite the earth with a curse.” 


Royalty, Humility 

As has been intimated, there are only 
scattered instances in which Jesus gave 
visible evidence of His right to royal 
recognition and acclaim. When, how- 
ever, the time was at hand for Him to 
make His claims known to the people 
of Jerusalem and to those who followed 
after them, there was no phase of the 
kingly office omitted from demonstra- 
tion. 

The Public Entry might be said to 
have begun with the fulfillment of 
prophecy. The sentences quoted above 
had their realization as throngs of peo- 
ple preceded and followed the little 
group of which Jesus was the center. 
To the Pharisee who said, “Master, re- 
buke thy disciples,” our Lord promptly 
replied, “I tell you that, if these should 
hold their peace, the stones would im- 
mediately cry out.” There was also His 
open acceptance of authority. It was 
He Who cleansed the temple of those 
who had made it a den of thieves. He 
took His place among the teachers and 
spoke “as one having authority and not 
as the scribes.” In none of these acts 
could there be any misunderstanding 
as to His proclamation to the daughters 
of Zion, “Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee.” 


Grieved at Jerusalem 

Undoubtedly they who beheld Him 
were inclined to sneer at the poverty of 
the garments with which He was 
clothed and the lack of distinction of 
the retinue that was with Him. It is 
from this external character of His 
public entry that the term humility is 
generally but somewhat inaccurately 
derived. But more thoughtful scholars 
injected into that phrase, meek and 
humble, the quality of divine love. This 
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means that such love as God has for 
man, and such love as Christ demon- — 


strated when He took upon Himself our 
natures, is the real essence of humility. 
It was because of this attribute that 
Jesus, when He drew nigh to the city, 
wept over it, His emotions being ex- 
pression of His foreknowledge of the 
terrible fate that awaited those “who 
knew not the time of their visitation.” 


There was rapidly approaching them — 


the attack of the Romans to put down 
rebellion in the year A. D. 70 and the 
final destruction of the city in the year 
130. 


The “Sharing” of Attributes 


It is, however, of supreme importance 
to remember that in the demonstrations 
of the royalty of Jesus there are the 
implications of the infinite powers of 
His human and divine natures. We 
have a theological formula which is 
quite difficult to interpret. You will 
occasionally hear it under its Latin 
label, communicatio idomatum. It re- 
fers to the communion of the person of 
our Lord with both natures and of the 
natures through the personality with 
each other. Roughly speaking, it is said 
that all of the qualities of the perfect 
human nature of our Lord and all of 
the qualities of His infinite and perfect 
divine nature were in such obedience 
to His personal commands and in such 
close and constant relationships with 
each other as to make His every action 
that of the whole Christ, the God man. 
The suffering of Jesus can be said to 
have been possible because of His hu- 
man nature. But the power to suffer is 
infinite because His human nature was 
sustained by His divine nature. It is 
sometimes remarked that the interces- 
sion of Jesus is of infinite value because 
in His human nature, inseparable from 
the divine nature, He is at the right 
hand of God as one who has purchased 
the salvation of believers and the world 
by His innocent sufferings. But the 
divine nature gives infinite values and 
extent to His intercessions. 

We have ventured to refer to this 
quite abstruse and mystical doctrine of 
the church because it attaches to the 
absolute royalty of our Lord Jesus. We 
think of Him as submissive as He hangs 
upon the cross. He is submissive, but 
He is at the same time the infinite 
divine Son of God Who can say to the 
repentant thief with assurance that it 
shall occur, “Today shalt thou be with 
me in paradise.” It is as the infinite Son 
of God that He promises, “Whosoever 
believeth on me shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ It is He Who 
entered Jerusalm, seated upon an ass 
and a colt the foal of an ass, before 
Whom “every knee should bow,” and 
“every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


Christ in Crisis 
The Crowd or Conscience 
Mark 11: 1-11 


THE crowd may be right! Democracy 


is built on the principle that the crowd 
is usually right. Majority rule is the 


expression of that principle. There is 
no special crown awaiting the man who 
is always different. We have that kind 
in church and out. They are constitu- 
tional. No—men: the bent of their 


' minds is negative. They do not say, 


~e 


“This is probably right. Let us see.” 
Instead, they say, “This is probably 
wrong. I’m against it.” 

On the day of our lesson the crowd 
was right—more right than it realized. 
It had greeted the most popular citizen 
of Palestine in a proper fashion. Prob- 
ably the apostles had helped to work 
up the reception. Yet He had proved 
Himself a king on many occasions, and 
so they hailed Him, using phrases from 
their own Messianic prophecies. “Ho- 
sanna! Blessed is He that cometh in 
the name of the Lord: Blessed is the 
kingdom that cometh, the kingdom of 
our father David. Hosanna in the high- 
est.” 

More than that, they had given Him 
kingly honors. They stripped palm 
branches from the trees and waved 
them. They laid their garments in the 
streets for Him to ride over. They 
shouted till they were hoarse; indeed, 
until the sound of their acclaim stirred 
the priests and Pharisees to a new fear 
of Him. Surely, they decided, it were 
better that this one impostor die than 
that the people should be misled by 
Him. 

Yes, the crowd was right that day; 
if only it had remained right! 


The Fickle Crowd 


Only a few days later the crowd was 
against Jesus. Much of this opposition 
was due to the skilled efforts of the 
Jewish leaders. They could find a place 
in modern propaganda divisions. Crowds 
are easily swayed. The enemies of 
Jesus knew how. They had many argu- 
ments to offer. “If Jesus is a king, like 


_ David, why does He not lead a revolt?” 


“He is a Galilean carpenter, nothing 


more. No better than you peasants. 


How does He come to claim to be a 
king?” “If He continues to stir up our 
people, the Roman soldiers will take 
note of it and all of us will suffer new 
restrictions and even persecution.” 
“He claims to be the Son of God. Im- 


agine! Iteis blasphemy; and if we allow 
it to continue without protest, God will 
punish us too.” “He says He can for- 
give sins. What does He think He is? 
Only God can do that.” These and 
many other thoughts were skillfully 
planted in the minds of the people and 
with the priests’ men to lead it was not 
hard to get the fickle crowd shouting, 
“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 

Crowds have not changed much down 
through the years. They can still be 
led. The influence of a crowd takes a 
man off his balance. There never would 
be war if this were not true. Public 
opinion is one of the strongest, most 
irresistible influences in the world. It 
takes a brave man to oppose it. Yet it 
is so easily shaped by the will of clever 
and unprincipled propagandists! And 
it can be led by men of good will, if 
they will realize its importance. 


The Fallacy of Numbers 

Rule by the majority is the best pro- 
vision for government. But the ma- 
jority is not always right. Indeed, most 
of the great religious leaders of all 
time have had to contend against ma- 
jorities. Moses stood practically alone 
against the Israelites, while Aaron gave 
in to the majority and built the golden 
calf. One of the laws given in Exodus 
23: 2 read, “Thou shalt not follow a 
multitude to do evil.” Men with sen- 
sitive consciences have obeyed God 
rather than man. Though it may seem 
a trite saying because so oft repeated, 
“One with God is a majority.” 

How hopelessly outnumbered were 
the first followers of Christ! And the 
church grew and realized the power of 
God’s Presence until the day when the 
Emperor Charlemagne became a Chris- 
tian and multitudes flocked into the 
church to keep his favor. Then Chris- 
tianity became great in numbers but 
weak in spiritual strength. Right is not 
established by vote. 


Might and Right 

Not long ago we passed two boys 
pummeling each other on a lawn. 
Finally one of them got the upper hand 
and sat astride his opponent. All the 
fight was gone out of the under-boy 
and the victor was striking at his face 
as best he could, while between each 
slap he shouted breathlessly, “Was I 
right? Was I right? Say it, and I'll let 
you up.” - 

It is childish to believe that because 
one has the stronger muscles he must 
therefore be more right. Yet war is 
built on that principle. Right and 
wrong are not decided by wars. God 


overrules them so that good comes out 
of them; but right is right and wrong 
is wrong. 

The crowd was with Jesus on Palm 
Sunday. On Good Friday the crowd 
was against Him. He was just as much 
the King of Israel on Friday as on 
Sunday. The cross itself is the divine 
challenge to the false doctrine upon 
which the world is at war today, that 
might makes right. 


Right by Sound Volume 

There is something terrifying and 
contagious about the shout of a crowd. 
How the heart thrills when one reads 
the story of the Triumphal Entry, or 
perhaps sees it depicted on the stage or 
screen. It would be so easy to fall in 
line and share in the exultation with- 
out knowing anything of the meek King 
riding into Jerusalem. Probably many 
shouted that day without any convic- 
tion as to His right to kingship. 

It was just as true when the Good 
Friday crowd, egged on by the Jewish 
leaders, shouted, “Away with Him! 
Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” If the 
other scene exalts, this scene horrifies. 
Could men stoop so low! Could they 
be so cruel? After reading stories of 
the bombing of defenseless cities and 
the machine-gunning of women and 
children, we should not be surprised. 
But remember that the volume of sound 
was little different and had nothing to 
do with the justice of Jesus’ trial. The 
only voice a man dare heed is that 
within him. God more often speaks in 
a still, small voice than in the turmoil 
of the storm. 


Right with God 

It is pleasast to agree with the crowd. 
But it is safe only when the crowd 
agrees with what we believe to be right. 
What would Jesus do? Even more to 
the point would be the question, “What 
would Jesus think?” If we could know 
that, we would know absolute right. It 
should be our supreme dedication to 
have that mind in us which was in 
Christ Jesus. That is the final standard, 
no matter what the crowd’s decision. 


“Lead on, O King Eternal, 
Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
And holiness shall whisper 
The sweet Amen of peace. 
For not with sword’s loud clashing, 
Nor roll of stirring drums, 
With deeds of love and mercy, 
The heavenly kingdom comes.” 


* * * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, March 29. 
Next topic, Christ is Risen. 
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‘BOOK ‘REVIEWS 


A FAITH FOR THESE TIMES 


By S. J. Sebelius. Augustana Book 
Concern, Rock Island, Ill. 1942. Pages 
388. Price, $2.00. 


A book of sermons is always inter- 
esting. This volume is doubly so to 
Lutherans because it contains good 
preaching of those who can well speak 
for the various groups of Lutherans in 
America, with the exception of those 
of Missouri Synod. The intriguing note 
of the sermons, so helpfully brought 
together by Dr. Sebelius, is the con- 
sistency of emphasis upon the scrip- 
tural and the Christly. Although the 
sermons are from the minds and hearts 
of Lutheran preachers who are vastly 
different in background and nature 
they would enrich any listening soul. 

The brief biographical sketches are 
informative and helpful in picturing the 
character behind the message. Each of 
the twenty-four sermons is preceded by 
a most worth-while portion entitled, 
“My Preaching,’ in which the con- 
tributor of the sermon gives this im- 
pressions of sermonizing and the in- 
fluences that have helped mold his 
thought and expressions. These por- 
tions are both storehouses of value and 
moving pictures enabling one to com- 
pare and evaluate. 

In such a work as this we come to 
appreciate what Lutheranism is con- 
tributing to the world of today and 
what it has to contribute. The strong 
cord of fundamental truth and expres- 
sion running through these messages 
tends to tie us more tightly to the 
thought of Lutheran unity and fellow- 
ship. Raupu W. Birk. 


BEGINNING THE DAY 
By Reginald W. Wilde. Harper and 
Brothers, New York. Pages 94. Price, 
$1.25. 


The motif of this book according to 
the author is to serve and extend Chris- 
tian values. This it hopes to do through 
a series of thirty-one meditations and 
prayers, one for each day of the month. 
There is, however, sufficient richness in 
the content to warrant the use of the 
book for many months. 

The materials provided are for pri- 
vate, and not for public or liturgical, 
usage. The substance of the daily 
meditations is drawn from the Scrip- 
tures, and from a fairly wide field of 
literature. In this, modern writers are 
most frequently quoted. The prayers 
themselves are the work of the author. 
Besides personal supplications, there 
are excellent intercessions for all sorts 
and conditions of men in our day. This 
feature of the book will no doubt com- 


mend itself to anyone who uses it. 

It is assumed that those who use the 
book will do so before beginning the 
day’s work. In this sense it becomes a 
manual for the “Morning Watch.” How- 
ever, its value is not restricted to such 
use. It is a lay manual for devout 
thinking, and for the offering up of in- 
tercessions for our stricken world. As 
such it can be used whenever one is 
“in the spirit.” Witi1am R. SEAMAN. 


CHRIST IS THE GOSPEL—Vol. 1 


By Dallas C. Baer. The Lutheran 
Literary Board, Burlington, Iowa. Pages 
304. Price, $2.25. 


This volume consists of expository 
sermons based on the Eisenach Gos- 
pels for the Sundays and Major Festi- 
vals of the Church Year from the First 
Sunday in Advent to the Sunday after 
Ascension. 

Those who have appreciated the pre- 
vious books of sermons by Pastor Baer 
will certainly esteem highly this latest 
work. Too often in years past, min- 
isters have become lecturers rather 
than preachers. Christ has been left 
out of the theme, while economics and 
social welfare have been elevated. Now, 
as never before in our generation, we 
realize the need of Christ. Christ is 
the only answer to the world’s and to 
our own individual problems. With this 
firm conviction, Pastor Baer has writ- 
ten these sermons to present Christ as 
the Saviour of mankind. 

Ernest L. BorriceEr. 


PRAYER 


By George A. Buttrick. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, New York and Nashville. 
Price, $2.75. 


This is the most eloquent book on a 
religious theme which we are likely to 
have in many a day. Its phrases soar 
and sing. Epigrams cascade across its 
pages in a golden torrent. 

For all its brilliance, it is much more 
than rhetoric. It is a study of prayer 
from the roots to the topmost blossom- 
ing. Dr. Buttrick believes that prayer 
is the center of religious life. The 
credibility of prayer must be re-estab- 
lished, and the art of prayer re-learned. 
Prayer itself is the only proof of prayer, 
the author acknowledges; but scientific 
materialism can provide no convincing 
disproof. 

Jesus assumed, without argument, 
three fundamentals on which prayer 
rests. Man is free. God is personal. 
The world, which is faithful to the in- 
finite ordainings of God, is yet plastic 
to contingencies which may arise in the 
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comradeship of God and man. God is 
not limited by His “laws” or He would 
be an exile “among his waterpipes and 
switchboards.” Perhaps most of our 
petitions are unanswered. But some 
are. We cannot understand His “yes” 
and “no.” There are boundaries of 
prayer beyond our understanding. 
“Prayer cannot cancel God’s holiness 
or our own moral nature.” But there is 
a boundlessness of prayer which is be- 
yond our calculations. “Only through 
prayer can our wrongdoing be re- 
deemed and new motives kindled.” 
After such theologizing about prayer, 
Dr. Buttrick enters upon extended 
study of prayer and personality—the 
relation of prayer to attention, sugges- 
tion, instinct, memory, imagination, 
conscience. Much of the literature on 
the psychology of prayer is levied on 
for the development of this section. The 
treatment is no academic abstraction. 
It issues in practical suggestions re- 
garding the forms and manner of 
prayer, private and corporate. It sets 
up standards and provides examples. 
Already this book has won extraor- 
dinary attention, and it is likely to 
make its influence felt for a long time 
to come. G. Exson Rurr. 


HOW JESUS DEALT WITH MEN 


By Raymond Calkins. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, New York—Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Pages 214. Price, $1.75. — 


As the title suggests, this is a volume 
of the “Strategy-in-handling-people” 
literature, though it is not at all ac- 
curate to classify it as “just another of 
these books.” The author has centered 
his thought upon the magnetism and 
uniqueness of the personality of Jesus. 
His thesis is that Jesus “both revealed 
the man that sin had made and brought 
to life the essential man that sin had 
buried deep.” He illustrates that thesis 
by ten distinct case studies . .. of 
Nicodemus, the Woman of Samaria, 
the Paralytic, Zacchaeus, and others. 

Studies such as these involve not 
only an appraisal of the strategy em- 
ployed by Jesus, but an evaluating of 
the problem at hand as well. At times 
this evaluating of cases is debatable. 
Dr. Calkins’ high regard for Nicodemus, 
for example, may be subject to serious 
question in some quarters. But on the 
whole, he presents a convincing, pro- 
vocative, all-too-brief study of both 
problem and answer. 

One thing can never be said of this 
work ... that it is dead. Fresh views 
of familiar stories are here in abund- 
ance. And above all is the reverent, 
satisfying approach to the Personality 
of Christ standing out at every turn. 
The tone, while perhaps not consciously 
so, is devotional throughout. 

Wiitram M. Horn. 
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OPEN LETTERS 


FINDING LUTHERAN 
CHURCHES 
Omaha, Nebr. 

Dear LUTHERAN: 

Tue letters published in Tue Lvu- 
THERAN of February 18 suggesting that 
if I had taken along my Year Book on 
our trip last summer all my troubles 

_ would have been solved in locating a 
' U. L. C. A. church do not solve the 
troubles of about 99 per cent of the 
laity, who do not have a Year Book, or 
for those who wouldn’t know what you 
were talking about if you suggested it. 

With such a small number of the 
members of the U. L. C. A. subscribing 
to THe LuTHerAN—and Dr. C. H. B. 
Lewis told me the summer before he 
died that not all of the pastors sub- 
scribe—if the pastors and the laity have 
neither THe LuTHERAN nor the Year 
Book, then how are they to locate the 
church of their choice if the synod is 
not listed on the bulletin board or in 
the city or telephone directory? 

I find that many non-Lutherans have 
no conception of the difference in Lu- 
theran churches and until, if ever, all 
are united into one synod, it would be 
helpful for all if the synods are des- 
ignated. 

Who is responsible for the lack of 
knowledge in our own Lutheran pub- 
lications is not part of this topic; but I 
know people who have been members 
for years, attend church regularly, and 
yet do not have any Lutheran literature 
in their home other than Sunday school 
literature or the local announcement 
sheet. If interest in the church beyond 
the four walls of the local congregation 
is lacking, then something is terribly 
wrong. But who is responsible and 
what the remedy have been problems 
of the pastors and the few laymen who 
have taken the burden of the church 
seriously for years. It does seem that 
pastors and councilmen at least, should 
set the example for the rest of us. 

Epna M. Horneurc. 
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RELEASE TIME 


Here in the Helderberg Mountains, 
where weather is made and distributed 
in huge doses, catechetical instruction 

__ has always been a sort of mental head- 

_ ache to pastors. With glare ice on 

_ mountain roads, snow banks, paying 
‘six to ten feet interest, or the wind 
_ howling a gale, parents are hesitant to 
allow their children to come out even to 
a catechetical class. Pastors have had 
_to be content with the use of an hour 
_during church school time. This meant 
many missed lessons often for those 
who needed it most. 

For five years we have had a mid- 


week Bible study course in the local 
Central High School, taught by the 
three local ministers. We wondered if 
our time so freely given would ever 
have any noticeable results. This year 
I endeavored to find out by using the 
hour of release time for catechetical 
class. Turning my study and another 
room .into a classroom, we started out 
with amazing results. 

Confirmation classes have numbered 
from four to six on average good 
classes but our class this year numbers 
21, with 10 adult baptisms. When 
thought is given that this is taking place 
in a village of less than 500 population, 
with an active church of another faith, 
one may see the great possibilities that 
release time has, even in rural sections. 

Without half trying, a pre-confirma- 
tion class of seven is already available, 
which no doubt will grow as the weeks 
slip by. The present class has expressed 
a desire to use the hour next year in a 
continuation of their studies of the 
church of their heart. 

I have heard of the indifference which 
is bestowed upon release time, by first 
one excuse and then another, and for 
that reason I am writing to show what 
can be done in six months even in a 
small mountain village. Pastors do not 
have to worry about tires, but they 
should give serious thought to the in- 
struction of young souls, especially at 
this time, when many young hearts are 
almost at a breaking point and when 
the state has given this golden oppor- 
tunity. 

I may add that through this time 
many children who otherwise could not 
have been reached have been brought 
to have an active interest in the church. 
Through them some parents have been 
added to the Adult Confirmation Class. 

R. B. GREENE. 

Berne, N. Y. 


CONTACTING LUTHERANS IN 
DAYTON 


In order to meet the needs of Lu- 
therans who are among the thousands 
of families moving into Dayton and 
the Miami Valley, the Lutheran Inner 
Mission offers two kinds of service. 
One is to receive names of Lutherans 
arriving here, and pass these names on 
to the local pastors. The other service 
is that of locating rooms and apart- 
ments among our people to provide 
homes for these folks when they arrive. 
Lutherans coming to Dayton will ap- 
preciate this service. 

Address letters of information or in- 
quiry to the Lutheran Inner Mission, 
Fourth and Commercial Streets, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


P resenting ale 


John Christian Frederick 
Heyer, a great pioneer of the 
Lutheran Church in America, 
in 


They Called 
Him 
FATHER 


By E. THEODORE BACHMANN 


This is the first full-length biog- 
raphy of a man who had a substan- 
tial part in the making of America. 
He was one of those pioneer preach- 
ers who rode America’s frontier a 
century ago, keeping alive in the 
souls of the settlers the spiritual 
values of the older civilization from 
which they had cut themselves off. 


He opened up much new territory 
for the Church, staked out the lines 
for future development, kindled in- 
terest, enlisted workers. 


He was not content to limit him- 
self to the American scene. In middle 
life he became America’s first Lu- 
theran foreign missionary, going off 
to India to start work in a field 
which now enrolls 200,000 Christians. 


Father Heyer almost missed fame. 
Few books of history, or encyclo- 
pedias say anything about him. But 
his restless, far-sighted, pioneering 
spirit was too inspiring to be for- 
gotten. Sooner or later there would 
have to be a revival of interest in 
this journeyman of God. 


Price, $1.75. 
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NORTHEASTERN OHIO NOTES REPLACE “CLEVELAND NEWS” 
Gift to Messiah Church Bespeaks Loyalty 


WitH this despatch this occasional 
column changes its name from “Cleve- 
land News” to “From the Western Re- 
serve,” in order to comply with a re- 
quest of the Publicity Bureau of the 
Synod of Ohio to expand the coverage 
to include the entire area of North- 
eastern Ohio. The Western Reserve, 
established in the ordinance of 1787 
carved out a section of Ohio along Lake 
Erie reserved by the state of Connec- 
ticut for Revolutionary soldiers (one 
of the first bonuses for veterans). The 
Western Reserve still bears the marks 
of New England influence. The Cottons 
and the Mathers and the Stones are 
names remembered in this territory. 
New England colonial architecture 
abounds in older houses around Ober- 
lin and Wellington especially, and there 
are still a few elms that have not suc- 
cumbed to the blight. Above all, the 
New England square or “common” is 
typical of Cleveland and many north- 
ern Ohio communities. 

Ordinarily congregational meetings 
are listed among duties to be per- 
formed, like washing dishes and lugging 
ashes out of the basement. But there 
have been some extraordinary congre- 
gational meetings out Cleveland way 
in recent weeks, which have been very 
happy affairs. One of them was held at 
Messiah Church, of which the Rev. 
Joseph Sittler, Jr., is the minister. At 
this meeting announcement was made 
of a gift of $15,000 to the congregation 
from one of the families of the parish. 
The only condition attached to this 
princely expression of love and loyalty 
was that it should be used for the 
liquidation of the church’s first mort- 
gage. With this gift the indebtedness 
is now less than $5,000. Two years from 
now, when Messiah celebrates the 
fiftieth anniversary of its organization 
it expects to be debt free. 

In commenting upon this benevolent 
bombshell Pastor Sittler writes in “The 
Grace Note,” the parish paper: “It is 
hard to talk without stammering of the 
mingled feeling of joy, relief and de- 
termination that came over our people 
when this gift was announced: a feel- 
ing of joy because of this expression of 
confidence in the destiny of this em- 
battled parish; a feeling of relief be- 
cause it brought to an end the financial 
insecurity which for so many years has 
hung over this parish; a feeling of de- 
termination because we are by this gift 
relieved not from work but for work. 
This gift strikes away the burdens that 
have directed so much of our parish 
energy into the maintenance of our ma- 
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terial existence, and releases us now 
for our proper task—the aggressive 
program of evangelism, the church’s 
true and highest function.” 


Superintendent Honored 

In Trinity Church, Lakewood, the 
congregational meeting fell on the date 
of its organization, so a thirtieth birth- 
day party was arranged. The pastor, 
your correspondent, was happy to an- 
nounce to the congregation a reduction 
in the church debt of $3,000 during the 
year and a healthy growth indicated by 
seventy-six new members. 


The surprise of the evening came 
not in a gift to the congregation but a 
gift of the congregation to one of its 
charter members, Mr. Herman A. 
Kurth, who for fifteen years has stood 
at the helm as superintendent of the 
Sunday school and has served the 
church through its entire history in 
many other capacities. The congrega- 
tion presented Mr. Kurth with a bou- 
quet of “paper” roses, the leaves of 
which were composed of paper dollars, 
with the instruction that the gift was 
to be used to extend his noteworthy 
rose garden when spring makes plant- 
ing possible. Proof that it never rains 
but it pours, is afforded in the case too, 
inasmuch as Mr. Kurth was recently 
honored by the employees of the plant 
where he is also engaged as superin- 
tendent in a gift of a fine watch upon 
the completion of forty years’ service. 


The citywide Luther League of 
Greater Cleveland inaugurated. the 
Lenten season with a retreat on Quin- 
quagesima Sunday evening in Gloria 
Dei Church, where Dr. Ralph Harsh- 
mann is pastor. The Rev. John Grohne 
of Calvary Church was the speaker. 
Officers of the organization are Robert 
Gilbert of First English, Clifford 
Schreck of St. James, Dorothy Lade- 
gaard of Gloria Dei, Maxine Norman 
of Trinity, La Verne Stauffer of Beth- 
any; and Pastors Grohne and Recker, 
advisors. 


Cleveland Pastors 

enjoyed a worth-while Seminar on 
Worship recently arranged under the 
leadership of the Federal Council of 
Churches in beautiful Epworth-Euclid 
Methodist Church. One of the search- 
ing messages of the day was presented 
by Dr. C. C. Rasmussen of Gettysburg 
Seminary on “The Practice of the 
Presence of God.” Dr. C. W. McAfee 
of Erie reported on a study he had 
made of the spiritual life “of the upper 
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ten per cent of Christian leaders among 
the laymen.” He reported that the Bible 
just isn’t read any more by multitudes 
of nominal Christians, and wondered if 
the Scriptures could not be restored to 
their rightful place in family life by the 
return to the graded Sunday school les- 
sons so that the entire family would be 
preparing the same Bible lesson dur- 
ing the week for the ensuing Sabbath. 
Dr. McAfee listed the pastoral prayer 
first in helpfulness in the service, ac- 
cording to his survey. Second was 
listed music, “when the choir sings to- 
gether.” The sermon came third and 
the reading of the Scriptures fourth in 
his laymen’s list. 

A group of U. L. C. A. pastors here 
have decided to try to do something 
about Bible reading in their parishes 
during Lent. Preaching on the Passion 
according to St. John, they have dis- 
tributed copies of the Fourth Gospel 
to those who promise to read it through 
during the Lenten season. 


Bethany Church is rejoicing in the 
installation of amplification tower 
chimes by which the music of the bells 
is carried directly from the organ to 
the tower of the church and out through 
the busy streets of West Park. Played 
before all services, daily at noon, and 
at six o’clock for the “Minute of 
Prayer,” the gift is a worthy memorial 
to his wife by Mr. Frank Chase, a 
member of the congregation. 

Another gift, long needed, and pro- 
viding a sound-proof division of the 
primary from the intermediate depart- 
ments of the Sunday school, has re- 
cently been installed. 


Evening Service Revived 

To record the achievements of his 
first year in the pastorate of First 
Church in Lorain, the Rev. Harold 
Albert issued one of the finest speci- 
mens of mimeographing this reporter 
has seen. And a fine report it was, too, 
as far as achievement is concerned. 
Sixty-eight new members were added 
to the congregation in the year. One 
new organization has been established, 
the Altar Guild, with sixteen members. 
Most of the constituency of First Church 
is connected somehow with the steel 
industry with its many rolling mills 
located in South Lorain. When the mills 
started running “round the clock shifts” 
First Church decided to have evening 
services in order to afford every mem- 
ber an opportunity for worship, and a 
fine showing has been made. 


One of the team members of the Na- 
tional Christian Mission that traveled 
to Fargo, N. D., was the Rev. Joseph 
Sittler, Jr. He spent the first week in 


February filling a schedule that called - 


for a prodigious amount of speaking, 
before church, high school and service 
groups. 
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Wdwest Whscollanies 


RURAL CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS AND SUCCESSES 


\ 


Redeemer Cuurcu, Wayne, Nebr., of 
which the Rev. William Most is pastor, 
recently met successfully a situation 
for which cash was demanded to satisfy 
bills contracted in the reconstruction 
of the basement of their church. Instead 
of an offering of money placed on the 
offering plates at the service, the mem- 
bers of the congregation held an ex- 
change. Wheat, corn, chickens and all 
kinds of livestock including cattle and 
horses, used clothing and household 
articles were assembled at one place 
and disposed of at auction. The pro- 
ceeds of the sale were used to settle 
outstanding bills and the new church 
basement, dedicated January 25, was 
truly in the congregation’s ownership. 
All accessions of equipment which were 

paid from the proceeds of the sale were 
in addition to other improvements, in- 
cluding an orgatron, taken care of not 
so long ago. 

This latest sign of congregational 

progress was started last October when 
the farmers’ work began to be less 
pressing. All work for excavating, car- 
 pentering, and electric wiring was 
_ donated, cutting the total bill about in 
) half. This new full basement contains 
all that may be expected by way of 
modern equipment for social and edu- 
_ cational purposes. Walls and ceiling are 
| lined with celotex and fluorescent light- 
- ing provides a daylight atmosphere. The 
distinguishing feature in the large as- 
sembly room is the attractive fireplace, 
designed and executed mostly by the 
pastor himself, who secured the rose- 
quartz and mica-stone for its construc- 
. tion from the Black Hills in South 
Dakota. A new automatic gas furnace 
with blower system, convertible for air- 
conditioning during the hot summer 
months, was also a part of the renova- 
tion. Chief credit for starting this build- 
ing program goes to the Ladies’ Aid 
Society, who. soon were joined by the 
rest of the congregation to let their as- 
pirations materialize. Apart from the 
donated labor, the cost of the new con- 
_ struction approaches $2,000. 
At the dedication festivities Pastor 
Most was assisted by neighboring 
| clerics, G. Gieschen and A. Pearson of 
} Wayne; H. Welchert of Emerson; and 
_P. Kuehner of Pender. More than 200 
_ people were served at mealtime. With 
this added improvement Redeemer 
Church is prepared to serve its com- 
munity even better than ever before. 


_ The Midwest Luther League will hold 
the 1942 convention as guests of Zion 
Church, Hooper, Nebr., the Rev. 
Wallace Wolff pastor. 
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By Martin SCHROEDER 
Among the Builders 


How young a country the Midwest 
region is was emphasized recently when 
Pastor Herman Goede of Trinity 
Church, Columbus, Nebr., conducted 
the burial service of Mr. Albert Kluge, 
the man who in 1886 opened, and had 
operated since, the first blacksmith shop 
in that up and coming town. In the 
meantime Columbus has grown to be 
the tenth largest city in the state, with 
a population of nearly 8,000. This mas- 
ter of the smithy was a life-long de- 
pendable church member. His passing 
is another reminder for the church to 
seek and cultivate its numerical strength 
among the children and children’s chil- 
dren of those who built our churches. 


The Rev. R. M. Sauberzweig, until 
recently pastor of Zion (state line) 
Church, near Diller, Nebr., on Feb- 
ruary 15 entered upon his duties as 
pastor of St. John’s Church, Otoe, Nebr. 
His new congregation, left vacant by 
the resignation of Dr. Henry A. Teck- 
haus, now of Inglewood, Calif., is in ex- 
cellent working condition. During the 
past year improvements have been 
made, such as renovating and painting 
the parsonage, new furnace for the 
church, sanding of floors and general 
freshening up at a cost of $1,070. The 
Ladies’ Aid Society provided in this 
improvement campaign between pas- 
tors a new carpet for aisles and chancel, 
and new velvet hangings for altar, pul- 
pit and choir loft, at an outlay of $265. 
The church school also made special 
efforts to assist in the finances. The 
nearly $1,500 of unusual expenses seem- 
ingly were raised without great efforts. 
During the vacancy work in church 
and auxiliaries was not interrupted. 
Pastor Sauberzweig and his family were 
accorded a most cordial reception upon 
their arrival. He was installed by Dr. 
M. Schroeder, who had supplied the 
congregation during the vacancy. 


The Midland Summer Assembly 

a Lutheran training school for church 
workers, will not be held until August 
2-7, but preparations are already under 
way to make it a week of instruction 
and inspiration. 


The Rev. H. M. Biedenweg has been 
installed pastor of the Trinity-Friedens 
Parish, south of Russell, Kan., by his 
predecessor, Pastor F. Podszus, who 
now lives at Hutchinson, Kan. 


Midwest farmers now go to church 
at high noon on the Sabbath Day. They 
have solved the question of “war time” 
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for themselves and the living creatures 
in their care. Though the clocks have 
universally been advanced, theoretically 
the day’s program for church, school, 
and the farmyard has been retarded an 
hour. According to the elock, every- 
body and everything is an hour late, 
but business is as usual. Cows and 
chickens are not made aware of the 
change; their schedules have not been 
stepped up. 


The Rev. W. J. Goemmel has been 
installed pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Schuyler, Nebr., by the president of 
Midwest Synod, the Rev. Herman 
Goede. 


If church schools in Lincoln, Nebr., 
show growth, or even hold their own, 
they are doing commendably well. Ele- 
mentary school enrollment in that uni- 
versity and capital city, top-heavy with 
culture, has decreased from 12,955 in 
1935 to 7,566 in 1941, or 41.6 per cent in 
six years. There is one thing which 
New York City and Lincoln have in 
common, the average size of families 
numbers 3.6 persons in both cities. 
This is two persons less than the con- 
tinuation of the race calls for. Is it any 
wonder if some city churches do not 
grow, or even shrink in spite of ener- 
getic pastors and church workers? 


Pastor Paul Otto Spehr, formerly of 
Hoisington, Kan., began his work as 
pastor of Zion Church, south of Diller, 
Nebr., February 15. 


Under the leadership of President 
F. C. Wiegman, Midland College at 
Fremont, Nebr., has had for two suc- 
cessive years the largest enrollments in 
its history. It has also for the second 
of three times in its history been able 
to report a balanced budget without 
resorting to any special appeal. Mid- 
land offers a total of 301 courses main- 
taining a ratio of one instructor for 
every ten students. During the twenty- 
two years that Midland has been lo- 
cated at Fremont, more than 9,000 stu- 
dents have taken advantage of the per- 
sonalized instruction available on its 
friendly campus. Dr. Wiegman is much 
in demand as a speaker, averaging 
three off-campus speeches a week. 


MUHLENBERG BICENTENNIAL 
IN NEW YORK SYNOD 


THE United Synod of New York has 
scheduled the celebration of the bi- 
centenary of Henry Melchior Muhlen- 
berg’s arrival in Philadelphia as the 
feature of the program of the Brother- 
hood dinner, which is an important 
part of its convention. The Rev. Dr. 
A. R. Wentz will be the speaker on this 
occasion. The United Synod of New 
York begins its annual convention in 
Syracuse on June 2. 
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A leghany Conference yen, 


LENTEN SERVICES AND LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION ON 


CONFERENCE CALENDAR 


Changing Plans and Pastorates 


A COMPREHENSIVE Christian Mission 
was conducted in Johnstown, Pa., re- 
cently. Dr. E. Stanley Jones of India, 
Dr. Edward Pruden of Washington, Dr. 
Spenser Miller, Jr., of New York City, 
the Rev. Clark Poling of Albany, the 
Rev. G. A. Fallon of Pittsburgh, Mrs. 
Grace Sloan Overton of Adams, N. Y., 
and John G. Ramsey of Allentown, Pa., 
were the speakers. The mission was 
opened with a Sunday evening mass 
meeting in the Cochran Junior High 
School auditorium, where Dr. Jones ad- 
dressed approximately 2,000 persons. 
During the following five days seventy- 
five meetings were held. These in- 
cluded service club sessions, youth and 
high school periods, luncheon sessions 
and evening mass meetings in First Lu- 
theran Church, of which George W. 
Nicely, D.D., is pastor. Dr. Jones spoke 
to the evening gatherings It was pri- 
marily an evangelistic movement, and 
we list the published objectives: “To 
reach lapsed church members, seeking 
to re-interest and re-enlist them; to 
reach the unreached; to bridge the 
chasm between the church and certain 
groups in the community; to under- 
gird the community with spiritual forces 
in this time of tragic crisis.” 

The members of the Ministerial As- 
sociation of Altoona and Vicinity were 
greatly benefited by the presentation 
of Inner Mission Work by the Rev. 
W. H. Foster, superintendent of the 
Pittsburgh Inner Mission Society. In 
his address, Superintendent Foster out- 
lined the work being done in Pittsburgh 
and revealed the large opportunity for 
such work in the Altoona-Johnstown 
district. 

The annual Pre-Lenten Retreat of 
the association was held February 16 
in the Geeseytown Church, G, R. Heim, 
D.D., pastor. A short business session 
preceded the morning Communion 
Service, at which time the sermon, 
on “Christian Love,” was preached by 
Grayson Z. Stup, D.D., pastor of St. 
Matthew’s Church, Harrisburg. The 
Communion Service was in charge of 
the officers: President Ralph W. Birk, 
Vice-president John L. Barnes, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer G. R. Heim, D.D. At 
the afternoon session Dr. Stup ad- 
dressed the group on, “Our Lenten 
Objectives.” 


Lenten Services 

A comprehensive program of Lenten 
services has again been outlined for the 
Lutherans of Blair County. The noon- 
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day services will again be held in First 
Church, Altoona, the Rev. Luke H. 
Rhoads pastor, five days each week. A 
short meditation is given by one of the 
pastors of the Association, and a fel- 
low pastor serves as liturgist. A num- 
ber of workers and interested parties 
use this noon period for worship and 
meditation. 

In addition to the noon services, the 
Lenten committee of the group has ar- 
ranged for union Wednesday evening 
services to be held in six of the city 
churches. These mid-week services 
proved most successful last year, and 
many expressions of satisfaction with 
the plan are being heard throughout 
the area. The following outstanding 
Lutheran leaders are serving as the 
speakers at the six services: the Rev. 
F. Eppling Reinartz, promotional secre- 
tary of the U. L. C. A.; Amos J. Traver, 
D.D., pastor of the Lutheran Church 
at Frederick, Md.; Jacob Diehl, D.D., 
of Lock Haven; H. Reed Shepfer, D.D., 
president of the Pittsburgh Synod; 
W. C. Waltemyer, D.D., professor of 
Bible at Gettysburg College; and Harry 
F,. Baughman, D.D., professor of homi- 
letics at Gettysburg Theological Sem- 
inary. A noble spirit of Lutheran con- 
sciousness and co-operation has been 
manifested throughout these services. 


Youth Services 

The Altoona District Luther League 
has sponsored two fine services in the 
district. The annual Missionary Rally 
was held in Second Church, the Rev. 
Clarence H. Hershey pastor. J. Roy 
Strock, D.D., leader of our India mis- 
sion work, addressed the large group of 
young people and successfully inspired 
them to a greater interest in the India 
work and a keener interest in the cen- 
tennial celebration of Lutheran mis- 
sions in that land. 

Sunday, March 8, was the time chosen 
by the officials of the League to hold 
Lenten rallies in Temple Church, 
Altoona, the Rev. Fred R. Greninger 
pastor, and in First Church, Philips- 
burg, the Rev. Ernest L. Pee pastor. 
Two such rallies were deemed advis- 
able, due to the distances covered by 
the district limits. 


The Altoona Chapter of the Women’s 
League of Gettysburg College held its 
quarterly session in First Church, the 
Rev. Luke H. Rhoads pastor. After a 
devotional service they were ably ad- 
dressed by Mrs. Joseph B. Baker of 
York, president of the league. Mrs. 
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Baker described the accomplishments 
of the League during the past thirty 
years and the Christian training of the 
students at the college It was both 
interesting and enlightening to hear her 
emphasize the great need for beginning 
such training early in the home life of © 
the individual. 


The congregation of the Rockton 
Church of the Luthersburg Charge, the 
Rev. Ralph W. Meckley pastor, is happy 
because March 8 marked the ninth an- 
niversary service of the building of this 
beautiful edifice. Special services 
marked the burning of the last note of 
indebtedness. The Rev. M. F. Foutz 
of Friedens, former pastor, under whom 
the church was built, delivered the an- 
niversary sermon. 

St. Peter’s congregation of the same 
charge used its new Common Service 
Books for the first time the first Sun- 
day in Lent. These books were a gift 
to the congregation by the Young Peo- 
ple’s Class of the Sunday school. 


Lutheran World Action 

Plans are being carried to completion 
in preparation for the presentation of 
Lutheran World Action in this confer- 
ence during the month of May. Con- 
ference joined in this worthy cause 
when it was presented last year, and it 
is hoped that this year, with the Serv- 
ice Men’s appeal being combined with 
the Mission appeal, a generous response 
will be made by our people. The 
$650,000 asked of our Lutherans in 
America could be easily raised if each 
one considered it a privilege to share 
in such a noble Christian service. Pas- 
tor Clarence H. Hershey of Altoona is 
the director of this appeal for the con- 
ference. His helpers are Pastors George 
I. Melhorn of Bedford, Roy J. Meyer of 
Johnstown, Walter E. Lundberg of 
Sipesville, E. Roy Hauser of Clearfield, 
Charles Stong of Petersburg and Ralph 
W. Birk of Juniaia. 


C. P. Bastian, D.D., for twenty-three 
years pastor of Trinity Church, Berlin, 
Somerset County, announced to his 
congregation that he would retire from 
the active ministry February 28. Dr. 
and Mrs. Bastian intend to move to 
Altoona, where they will live in semi- 
retirement, as he intends to devote 
some of his time to writing and supply 
work. Before accepting the call to the 
Berlin church, he served congregations 
in Keyser, W. Va., and Charleroi, Pa. 
Dr. Bastian has been a capable and 
much respected leader in the confer- 
ence and served two terms as president 
when it was still the Alleghany Synod. 
For almost fifteen years he was a mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the 
body. 


Wartime Changes 
The war certainly is changing a num- 
ber of our ideas and plans. In addition 
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to a large number of our young men 
leaving our homes and churches and 
several of our fellow pastors leaving 
for duty as chaplains, we are conscious 
of the changing of financial and build- 
ing plans. Such is the case in Trinity 
Church, Johnstown, the Rev. Roy J. 
Meyer pastor. This energetic congre- 
tion has been planning to erect a 
,000 parish house. Over $5,000 has 
2en raised towards the project. With 
the increasing uncertainties facing 
em, the group recently voted to in- 
t the fund in six $1,000 government 
defense bonds, thus letting Uncle Sam 
se and worry about the accumulated 
fund. Building being out of the ques- 
tion for at least “the duration” the peo- 
le of Trinity did what they felt was 
e next best thing. 
Two of our fellow pastors will be 
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Late on the night of February 12 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Indian- 
_ apolis, was destroyed by fire. Flames, 
thought to have originated near the 
_ heating unit, swept from the first floor 


i to the roof of the two-story brick build-_ 


aoe and destroyed all furniture and 
equipment. The second floor, which 
' was the sanctuary, collapsed, and only 
the outside brick walls of the structure 
_ were left standing. The total loss was 
_ estimated at $20,000. The Rev. Kenneth 
E. Hartman, pastor, stated that all the 
_ church records, dating back 105 years, 
were in his home. Ebenezer is the old- 
-est Lutheran congregation in central 
Indiana. It was organized in 1836 and 
the first church building was con- 
structed of logs. The brick structure, 
now destroyed, was erected in 1872. 


Speedway Church Organized 
Less than six months after the ar- 
rival of the Rev. Henry Scherer, special 
representative of the Board of Amer- 
‘ican Missions, in Speedway City of sub- 
urban Indianapolis, a new congregation 
known as St. Andrews Lutheran 
j -Church, was organized. The organiza- 
tion was effected the first Sunday in 
mt with the reception of members by 
| Beotism, confirmation, letter and re- 
newal. 
_ A building site 150 x 140 feet, in a 
splendid location, has been secured by 
the Home Mission Board of the synod. 
With the organization of the congrega- 
tion completed, steps will be taken to- 
ward building, for which money is al- 
_ ready available. Worship services from 
the beginning have been held in the 


leaving our midst soon to take up 
duties with the men of the national 
service. Pastor Lewis F. Foltz of the 
Stoystown Charge has enlisted as a 
chaplain and Pastor Russel T. Shilling 
of the Davidsville Charge has been 
called to duty as a chaplain, he being 
a member of the Reserve Officers’ 
Corps. 


The Rev. Charles Leisher, retired, a 
welcome visitor throughout our con- 
ference during the summer months of 
each year, died at the home of a daugh- 
ter in Vero Beach, Fla., the latter part 
of January. He went south a few 
months ago to spend another winter. 
He taught several Sunday school classes 
and assisted in several services at Trin- 
ity Church, Altoona, last summer while 
spending time with his son’s family. 
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INDIANAPOLIS CHURCH DESTROYED BY FIRE 
Pre-Lenten Retreats and Lenten Messages 


By G. E. MuLLenpore 


local theater. Pastor Scherer, who was 
ordained in 1928, was honored in being 
named in the 1941-42 edition of “Re- 
ligious Leaders in America.” Scouting 
has claimed his loyal support since 1916, 
and a Twenty-five Year Veteran Award 
was presented to him at the February 
Court of Honor. 


The First United Lutheran Church of 
Hammond, the Rev. Paul J. Renz pas- 
tor, reports a splendid year with fine 
co-operation and loyalty on the part of 
all auxiliaries. The Women’s Auxiliary, 
the missionary group, affiliated with 
the synodical society during the year, 
and the group as a whole has been 
active by presenting four radio pro- 
grams for the “Shut-in Hour” as well 
as engaging in benevolent work in the 
community and making a substantial 
contribution to the building fund for 
the new church. The Luther League 
program has been enlarged to include 
a pre-confirmation group. Two new 
classes have been added in the Sunday 
school, which has enjoyed an increase 
both in membership and average at- 
tendance. The indebtedness on the lot 
for the new church has been paid off, 
and the building fund has been greatly 
increased. The apportioned benev- 
olence was paid in excess. The congre- 
gation at present holds regular worship 
in the Women’s Club in Hammond. 


Pre-Lenten Retreats 


The annual Pre-Lenten Retreat for 
the Northern Conference was held in 
St. Luke’s Church, Ft. Wayne, Feb- 
ruary 17. The Communion was admin- 
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istered at the morning service, in which 
the host pastor, the Rev. R. J. Trojan, 
delivered the sermon on the text, “Turn 
Ye Even Unto Me.” Deeply spiritual 
meditations were given at the after- 
noon program by the Rev. H. R. Ogle, 
North Manchester, on “The Price Paid 
for Sin”; and the Rev. John S. Hoen- 
stine, Columbia City, on “The Reward 
of Faith.’ Due to inclement weather 
and slick pavement, the attendance was 
small. 


The West-Central District of the 
Central Conference met in St. Paul’s 
Church, Frankfort, February 17, for a 
Pre-Lenten Retreat. The sermon at the 
Communion Service was delivered by 
the Rev. Arthur Wulf of Mulberry. De- 
votions for the afternoon session were 
conducted by the host pastor, the Rev. 
C. R. Defenderfer. A message on “The 
Atoning Grace of Christ Through Suf- 
fering and Its Significance Today” was 
given by the Rev. A. R. Swasko of 
Valparaiso. This retreat was arranged 
for the benefit of the lay members as 
well as the pastors of the congregations 
in the district. 


Prof. T. A. Kantonen, Ph.D., Hamma 
Divinity School, Springfield, Ohio, was 
the guest speaker at the Pre-Lenten 
Retreat of the United Lutheran Pastors’ 
Association of Indianapolis and Vicinity, 
February 9 in the First Church, the 
Rev. A. L. Mahr pastor. Dr. Kantonen 
presented a searching message on the 
“Strategy of the Cross.” Employing the 
stern measures of the Law, the speaker 
drew a realistic picture of the power of 
sin in individual lives. 

Some forty pastors and their wives 
and guests attended. The Communion 
was administered by the officers of the 
association. Many of the pastors prized 
this opportunity to hear Dr. Kantonen 
and to secure from him autographed 
copies of his new book, “The Message 
of the Church to the World of Today.” 


Lenten Messages 

In a wide assortment of attractive 
bulletins announcing a full schedule of 
Lenten services with appealing invita- 
tions setting forth the Call of the Cross, 
the indication is clear that pastors and 
congregations “In Indiana” have en- 
tered this holy season with the devout 
purpose of deep spiritual searching. A 
number of such bulletins announcing 
Lenten services have come to this cor- 
respondent, and a summary of their 
themes well portrays the centrality of 
the Cross and the Passion of our Sav- 
iour. Examining these themes we note, 
too, the large place given to the con- 
sideration of prayer. 

To indicate what some of the pastors 
are presenting this Lent the following 
themes are given: 

G. C. Leonard, St. Paul’s, Vincennes, 
“Life Problems” and “The Lord’s 
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Prayer”; G. C. Goering, St. Luke’s, 
Logansport, “Facing the Cross and the 
Sin That Destroys”; Donald E. Elder, 
Bethlehem, Indianapolis, “Christ Cru- 
cified” and “What Shall I Do With 
Jesus?” Robert H. Heine, St. John’s, 
Elwood, “Great Questions of the Pas- 
sion”; J. S. Albert, Gethsemane, Indian- 
apolis, “The Life of the Christian” and 
“The Healing Ministry of Jesus”; Loyal 
T. Riley, St. Mark’s, Evansville, “The 


Lord’s Prayer”; J. L. Seng, Bethany, 
Indianapolis, “Old Testament Types of 
Christ”; Paul S. Recher, Otterbein 
Parish, “Man in the Light of God’s 
Word”; Arthur L. Mahr, First, Indian- 
apolis, “Life Problems”; A. H. Keck, 
St. Paul’s, Richmond, “God’s Call” and 
“Search Me, O God, and Know My 
Heart”; G. E. Mullendore, Bethel, 
Cicero, “Great Christian Affirmations” 
and “The Crisis Prayers of Our Lord.” 
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A HIGH SPOT IN A PASTOR’S MINISTRY 


A RECENT editorial in a local news- 
paper relates the conversation between 
two friends at a social gathering. One 
told of a neighbor who has stored 500 
pounds of sugar in the attic of her 
home. The other knew of someone who 
has 1,000 pounds hidden away. The 
newspaper man said he was reminded 
of France, where prior to the final dis- 
integration the general policy was for 
each group to be for itself and each 
person for himself, and added, “In 
France everybody wanted somebody 
else to do something; and, as one re- 
sult of that policy, everybody has lost 
everything in France.” 

As I read this editorial, I could not 
help feeling that the sin of selfishness 
and greed creeps in to corrupt many 
lives. It also brings to mind the old 
saying, “Everyone for himself and the 
devil take the hindmost.” This attitude 
of selfishness is sometimes found among 
church people. Many have not yet 
learned to share the riches of God’s 
grace with others and to render real 
sacrificial service for the Master. 


Dr. Greever in Columbia 

While attending the recent meeting 
of the South Carolina Synod in Colum- 
bia, Dr. W. H. Greever, secretary of 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica, not only gave much helpful advice 
and inspiration to the convention but 
also delivered a most helpful sermon 
at the Church of the Ascension, where 
he served as pastor for many years. 
He was also a guest speaker at the 
monthly meeting of the Columbia Min- 
isters’ Union, bringing to this group a 
thoughtful and inspiring message. 


The Lexington County Lutheran 
Ministers’ Association held their sixth 
annual Lenten Retreat February 17 in 
Wittenberg Lutheran Church, Lees- 
ville, the Rev. W. F. Hiers is pastor. 


At a recent meeting of the executive 
committee of the South Carolina 
Synod, the special committee for the 
Emergency Appeal elected the Rev. 
E. Z. Pence, president of the synod, to 


By Wynne C. Botiek 


continue as director of the emergency 
effort. They also re-elected J. B. 
Ballentine treasurer of the appeal 
funds. Plans are to continue the efforts 
of the Appeal through the year. 


The first meeting of the executive 
committee of the South Carolina Synod 
since the convention was held in Co- 
lumbia February 10. The Rev. T. F. 
Suber was re-elected Superintendent 
of the synod for the new year. 


The Rev. Carl B. Caughman, chair- 
man of the synodical Committee on 
Parish Education, reported that the 
Joint Summer School for Church 
Workers would not be held this year 
due to general existing conditions and 
uncertainties. 


A Sincere Confession 

Dr. E. B. Keisler, pastor of the 
Church of the Redeemer, Newberry, 
tells of the interesting experience of 
receiving an aged man into church 
membership by adult baptism. Of this 
man Pastor Keisler writes: “He was 
baptized before the assembled congre- 
gation (at a Communion Service) on 
the morning of December 28. He cele- 
brated his eighty-seventh birthday 
January 13. He has been an attorney 
in Newberry for many years. He was 
born and reared there. His was a Bap- 
tist and Quaker background. There is 
no Lutheran connection at all. I had 
worked with him for more than five 
years. Never have I been more con- 
vinced of the sincerity of any man who 
came into the church through my min- 
istry. To lead him to make confession 
of Christ afforded the greatest thrill of 
a happy Christmas season and one of 
the high spots in my ministry.” 

The annual report of the Church of 
the Redeemer for the year 1941 shows 
that this was one of its best years. Pas- 
tor Keisler has served the congregation 
for ten years, and is serving. as assistant 
professor of Bible at Newberry Col- 
lege. The Church of the Redeemer re- 
cently organized a Brotherhood with a 
group of some fifty men. 


* 
“a 
> 


THE LUTHERAN 


St. Luke’s Church, Columbia, the 


Rev. C. K. Wise pastor, recently voted — 


“a 
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to use its Building Fund receipts for 


the purchase of defense bonds for the — 


duration of the present emergency. 
Reports of this congregaticn’s advance- 
ments during the past year show fine 
progress being made. 


Mount Tabor Church, West Colum- 
bia, the Rev. J. B. Cassell pastor, voted 
likewise to purchase defense bonds 
with funds in hand for building pur- 
poses. This congregation led the way 
for such use of building funds and re- 
ceived a fine editorial comment for 
such action in a local newspaper. 


The Johnstown Pastorate, composed 
of St. John’s and Mt. Calvary churches, 
voted an increase of $200 to the salary 
of their pastor, the Rev. W. D. Halti- 
wanger. The pastor, in turn, invested 
this increase in United States Defense 
Savings Bonds and Stamps, knowing 
that this would meet the full approval 
of his parishioners. 


Newberry Coilege 


has taken definite steps to co-ordinate 
its program with that of National De- 
fense. Afternoons are given to mass 
athletic programs for the students and 
in many classes students who do not 
care for the more strenuous exercises 
take calisthenics. These activities are 
under the direction of Coach W. L. 
Laval. 

Other activities related to the Na- 
tional Defense is a course in war aims 
compulsory for the students. One hour 
each week is given to this study under 
the direction of Dr. S. J. Derrick. 

The faculty of the college selected Dr. 
J. C. Kinard to deliver the address to 
the 1942 graduating class. Dr. Kinard 
has been officially connected with the 
college since his graduation in 1916, 
becoming president in 1930. Dr. and 
Mrs. Kinard are both graduates of the 
college and now have two sons attend- 
ing, one a member of the senior class, 
the other a freshman. 


Trinity Church, Elloree, the Rev. 
Luther H. Jeffcoat pastor, recently re- 
finished the floors and laid new carpet. 
This was sponsored by the women of 
the church. The men are providing 
new Common Service Books for the 
congregation. 


The new congregation of Faith 
Church, West Columbia, began the year 
with a charter membership of fifty. 
The congregation is being served by 
the Rev. C. K. Wise, who is also pastor 
of St. Luke’s Church, Columbia. 


Progress is being made on the erec- 
tion of the new church for Faith con- 
gregation, the Rev. W. U. Brown pastor. 


March 18, 1942 


Dr. George J. Gongaware, for many 
years the beloved pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Charleston, has resigned, be- 
coming pastor emeritus. The Rev. 
Heyward Epting, who has been serving 
as assistant pastor, has been called to 
succeed Dr. Gongaware. 


North Jersey News 


By Apert P. STAUDERMAN 


Asout forty pastors of the New Jer- 
sey Conference of the United Synod of 


_ New York attended a Pre-Lenten Re- 
_ treat at Trinity Church, Hudson Heights, 


February 10, and returned to their 
parishes refreshed and heartened after 
a reverent and stimulating day. The 
start of the Lenten season seemed to 
mean more to all of them because of 
their gathering together. 

The real reason for this stimulation 


' was found in the quality of the three 
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“Preaching for Today,” 


addresses delivered, all by younger 
pastors. The Communion sermon in the 
morning was preached by the Rev. 
Edwin Knudten of Rutherford, on the 
text, “Come ye apart and rest awhile.” 
In the afternoon a discussion meeting 
was held, at which Pastor Henry J. 
Berkobin of Nutley read a paper on 
and Pastor 
Reginald Dietz of Airmont, N. Y., read 
a paper on “The Pastor in His Study.” 

The Rev. Cyrus M. Wallick of May- 
wood and the Rev. J. Henry Meyer of 
Elizabeth led the discussion. The Rev. 
John H. Wagner, pastor loci, conducted 
the afternoon devotions and spoke dur- 
ing the luncheon. 


The back page of the bulletin pro- 
vided by the United Lutheran Publica- 
tion House’s Bulletin Service February 
8 reminded the entire U. L. C. A. of 
new home mission activity among Nor- 
wegian fisherfolk along the Jersey 
coast. The Rev. Walter Cowen of Red 
Bank ministers to many service men 
and selectees in his area. 


Worthy of Mention 

In the course of a fortieth anniver- 
sary celebration at St. John’s, Engle- 
wood, which your reporter was priv- 
ileged to attend, an unusual record for 
a church school worker was discovered. 
Miss Ina Nutzhorn, superintendent of 


_ the primary department, has not missed 


_a Sunday school session in thirty-nine 


years. With such able workers to assist 
him, Dr. Stephen M. Paulson is pulling 
St. John’s ahead. Improvements for the 
fortieth anniversary included a new 
heating system, redecoration of the ex- 
terior of the church, and other items. 


Another record deserving of mention 
is that of Mrs. Richard Grosser, or- 
ganist of St. Paul’s Church, Teaneck, of 


Academy of Music 
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FIVE GREAT SUNDAY. NIGHTS 


In Philadelphia’s historic 
ACADEMY OF MUSIC 
BROAD AND LOCUST STS. 


We shall seek the unsaved, the unchurched, and 
those who have forgotten their Saviour. 
Please Pray For These Meetings. 


Volumes could be written about the hundreds who 
have returned to their churches because of these 


services. 


DR. ROSS STOVER, The Rev. Peter Dexnis, Mr. Ross Hidy 
Organ, Piano, Harmony Trumpeters, Dorothy Johnstone Baseler, Harpists, Violinists, 
Great Friendly Choir, Well-known Soloists, Messiah’s Soloists, Congregational Sing- 
ing of Hymns, Impressive Living Pictures, Illuminated Cross. 
EVERYTHING TO THE GLORY OF GOD! 


which the writer is pastor. She has just 
retired after fifteen years of service as 
volunteer organist for the church, dur- 
ing which she used four organs, each 
one larger than its predecessor, as the 
congregation grew. Originally playing 
in the parlor of the parsonage for a 
handful of people, on a pump organ, 
then on an Estey reed organ, then on 
a Hammond, and more recently on an 
Orgatron. And throughout the entire 
time, except for occasional vacation 
trips, she never missed a service. 


Pastor Cowen and Pastor Ivan L. 
Sterner of Dumont are assisting Pastor 
Wagner in New Jersey on the Lutheran 
World Action-Service Men’s Campaign, 
which will take place in May. 


The only pulpit vacancy at this writ- 
ing is in Cranford. The pastor of Cal- 
vary Church resigned and has taken 
up work at Hasbrouck Heights, as pas- 
tor of Holy Trinity Church. He is the 
Rev. William Behrens, who while at 
Cranford did an admirable job in build- 
ing up the membership of a mission 
congregation. At the Heights, he suc- 
ceeds the Rev. Alfred Weber, who has 
gotten off to a good start as pastor of 
Redeemer Church in Jersey City. 


The Wagner College Choir visited 
North Jersey in March as a stimulant 
for the Wagner-Hartwick campaign. 
March 12 they gave a concert in Ridge- 
field under the auspices of Zion Church, 
the Rey. Gottfried Alberti pastor, and 
March 13 they sang at Trinity Church, 
Hudson Heights. Despite the many 
other appeals of this winter, the Wag- 
ner-Hartwick campaign has aroused 
quite some interest. 


Recent Acquisitions 

Redeemer Church, Ramsey, the Rev. 
Clarence Boyer pastor, has acquired a 
cemetery which the congregation plans 
to develop. 

Holy Trinity, Leonia, the Rev. Alfred 
Mattes pastor, has purchased a large 
lot.as a church site. It has a dwelling 
house on it now. 

St. Paul’s, Teaneck, bought additional 
property for future expansion, doubling 
the size of their present land and giving 
them an entire block front. 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sixth & Market Sts., Wilmington, N. C. 
Welcomes Tourists 


Service Men’s Center for Lutherans 
at Camp Davis 
SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
WALTER B. FREED, Pastor 


They Say: 


“We want to renew our subscrip- 
tion for TEN copies of THE LUTHERAN 
for the coming year. We like the 
plan very much. Our copies are all 
sold nearly every Sunday. The ones 
not sold are taken to shut-ins or 
prospective members. After buying 
copies several families decided to 
subscribe.” 

—Miss Mildred Agne, Oneida, N. Y. 


“Kindly renew our subscription 
for TWENTY copies of THE Lu- 
THERAN for another year. We sell 
some copies locally and send re- 
mainder to boys in camps.” 

—Rev. H. C. Rex, Janesville, Wis. 


“Kindly renew our subscription 
for TEN copies of THe LuTHERAN for 
another year, and bill it to the 
Ladies’ Aid Society. We have found 
this system very helpful in giving 
particularly our new people and vis- 
itors some information about our 
Lutheran Church.” 

—Rev. G. E. Alberti, Ridgefield, N. J. 


“The sale of THE LUTHERAN each 
Sunday has met with success and 
approval. We want to renew the or- 
der for FIFTEEN copies again.”— 
Rev. C. F. Intemann, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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TAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
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OXFORD BIBLES 


0607 


FOR EVERY PURPOSE 


For Older Folk—An extra large type Bible, with 
family register, bound in imitation leather. 
Size 9 x 514 x 13 in. No. 0607. $3.50 


For Any Bible Reader—An Oxford India paper 
Scofield Reference Bible with “helps on the 
pages where needed.’’ Clear type, genuine 
leather binding. Size 7x44 in. No. 33x. $6.00 

With zipper, No. Z33x. $7.00 


For Younger Folk—A large type, self-pronounc- 
ing Bible, with colored illustrations, 4,000 
questions and answers, many helps, and col- 
ored presentation page. Genuine leather bind- 
ing. Size 634 x 474 x 1%in. No. 0191. $3.00 

With zipper, No. Z0191. $4.00 


For Pocket Use—An Oxford India paper refer- 
ence Bible, clear type, genuine leather bind- 
ing. Size 7x 434x%3gin. No. 07323x. $4.00 


For Service Men—A small, Oxford India paper 
text Bible, beautifully bound in Genuine 
Morocco, half circuit. Brown for the Army, 
Blue for the Navy. Size 534 x 3144 x \% in. 

No. 01159x. $5.50 
With zipper, (Black only) No. Z01159x. $6.50 


For Students—An Oxford India paper, self- 
pronouncing, S. S. teachers’ Bible, with 300 


07323x 


01159x 


With zipper, 


on dimeric 


olor 


pages of helps, black-faced type, genuine 
leather binding. Size 744 x 5 x 1% in. 


Have you seen THE VICTORY BIBLE—The Bible 
for To-Day? Send for descriptive literature. 


At All booksellers or from the publishers 


No. 0761x. $6.00 
No.Z0761x. $7.50 


Send for circular of Bibles and Testaments for Service Men 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS ¢ 114 


rifth Avenue ¢ New York 


CARD CAKLI CAKLI CARI CAD CAWLD CA WD TA WLS) CAWHID 


PALM BUDS and LEAVES 


for 


PALM SUNDAY 


Lowest Prices Superior Quality 
and 
Delivered in as fresh condition as 
when first gathered. 
LARGE SMALL 
12 BUDS ..... $1.65 50 BUDS .... $1.75 
25 BUDS .... 2.50 100 BUDS .... 3.50 


The Kervan Company 
119 W. 28th Street, New York, N. Y. 


Please mention this magazine when ordering. 
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BLUMINATED BORED BULLETIN 


This LET ORE Hin De Luxe 
Church Bulletin Board, sold 
at the extreme low price of 
$59.00. More than five thou- 
sand now in use. 

New sign panels to fit your old cabinet can 
be furnished in any desired size at small cost. 
Or you can build your own cabinet from our 
free blue prints and have a complete new bul- 
letin at a great saving. 

rite for information. 


H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 


DAVENPORT, IOWA 
Write for Cat. L-3 


Philadelphia News 


Frsruary 15 Bethlehem Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa., celebrated its forty- 
fifth anniversary at special services. In 
the morning the sermon was preached 
by Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, president of 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, and 
in the evening by Dr. Gustavus H. 
Bechtold, executive secretary of the 
Board of Inner Missions of the Minis- 
terium, who was a former member of 
the congregation. 

The anniversary dinner was held 
Tuesday evening following. The speak- 
ers were the former pastor of the 
church, Dr. A. C. Schenck, pastor of 
Grace Church, Reading, Pa., and his 
son, Robert, assistant pastor of Grace 
Church, Lancaster, Pa. The toastmaster 
was Dr. D. Willard Zahn, superin- 
tendent of the church school. 

The origin: of this congregation was a 
humble one. There was first the gath- 
ering in of the children of the neigh- 
borhood and the starting of a Sunday 
school. Students from the Lutheran 
Seminary at Mt. Airy did valuable 
service in canvassing the community for 
names of Lutherans who might be:in- 
terested in organizing a Lutheran 
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church in this part of Philadelphia. The 
first meetings were in a hall. The quar- 
ters were cramped, the facilities lim- 
ited, but out of it all came Bethlehem 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, which 
was organized February 18, 1897, with 
forty-two charter members of which 
number three remain as members of 
the congregation today: Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin K. Rhoads and Miss Mame C. 
Shuster. 

Bethlehem Church has been served 
by three pastors during its history: the 
Rev. George C. Loos (1897-1908), 
Archibald C. Schenck, D.D. (1908- 
1927), and Claude O. Dierolf, S.T.D.,. 
since 1928. 


The fortieth anniversary of Temple 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., the Rev- 
Hugh E. Yost pastor, was observed 
February 16. The anniversary sermon 
was preached by the Rev. F. Eppling 
Reinartz, Secretary of Promotion for 
the U. L. C. A. A social gathering was 
held Monday evening following with 
the Rev. Clifford E. Hays, pastor of St. 
John’s, Philadelphia, and at one time 
assistant at Temple Church, as the guest 
speaker. This was sponsored by the 
Brotherhood. 

Temple congregation was organized. 
by Dr. Silas D. Daugherty, February 
16, 1902. In June 1902 a little frame 
chapel was erected by the Church Ex- 
tension Board, and September 15, 1902, 
the Rev. August Pohlman, M.D., who. 
had recently returned to America from 
the mission field in West Africa, en- 
tered upon the pastorate with forty 
members enrolled. By Easter 1903 the 
cgngregation numbered nearly 200 per- 
sons, and decided to erect a large church 
building. In this they still worship. 
The congregation became self-sustain- 
ing in April 1904. Dr. Pohlman served 
this pastorate for thirty-two years, and 
was succeeded by Dr. William G. 
Boomhower, now of Oneonta, N. Y. 

Pastor Yost has been on the field 
since November 2, 1941. The congre- 
gation numbers 1,624 baptized mem- 
bers, 1,263 confirmed, and 725 com- 
muning members. 


Philadelphia, Pa. Christ Church, 
Upper Darby, Paul S. Wagner, D.D., 
its first and only pastor, experienced a 
very satisfactory year according to re- 
ports presented at the annual congre- 
gational meeting. The apportionment 
was paid in full, despite an increase of 
several hundred dollars, and almost 50 
per cent more was contributed for un- 
apportioned benevolences. The regular 
receipts for all purposes, secured prac- 
tically in their entirety through direct 
contributions, were the greatest in the 
church’s history. Despite a substantial 
increase in the 1942 budget, it was 
pledged in full—the first time this was 
ever experienced in the congregation’s 
annual Every Member Canvass. One 
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If You're Going to the Movies A. WHITE BIBLE | 


THE PERFECT GIFT 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS FOR CONFIRMATION OR EASTER 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 
Films marked C may appeal to Children. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


Dangerously They Melodrama,in which young’ Routine plot is not up to best of this 


Zipper fastener 
"Gem" pronouncing 
Marriage record 


1212WZ—White Moroc- 
cograne, overlapping 
covers, gold edges, $3.75 
1212W—Same, without 
Zippers... « 


Live (War.) interne is drawn into spy type, since we are early let into ert M oe 
. . F Aieee . 2108WZ— New Testa 

Nancy Coleman plot involving girl spy for secrets, and emphasis is on action ment only—White Mo- 
John Garfield British intelligence and _ rather than suspense. Fairly excit- roccograne, overlap- 
Raymond Massey cruel Nazi agents on her ing but not very convincing. M en sar tet 
trail 2103K—Same, no zipper, 

gold edges, limp . . 75¢ 


Far East Command Illustrated commentary on Emphasizing facilities of New Zea- 
(The March of military movements in Pa-_ land as base for American expedi- 
Time) cific and possible plans for tionary force, it takes much for 

defense of Australia and granted, therefore, of questionable 
M 


New Zealand. 


Ask your bookdealer or write 
A. J. HOLMAN CO, 
# BIBLE PUBLISHERS, 1224 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


value. 


Helzapoppin’ Farce. Ona bare thread of No unity is intended—simply a mad IMPORTANT NOTICE 
‘¢ (Univ.) plot are strung comic char- _ succession of slapstick situations and Help us find the Lutherans among the new 10,000 
, Hugh Herbert acters, unrelated wise- nonsense. Occasionally fun, but residents in the Dayton area. Living quarters 
‘ Chic Johnson eracks, weirdly confused mostly tedious. M, Y scarce. We can help. Help us help them find a 
Ole Olson events. church home while they are here. 
“ Martha Raye Write at once to the Rev. F. R. Stoneburner, B.D., 
E. Superintendent of the Lutheran Inner Mission 
; : : P : 3 L , 201 C ial Street, Dayton, Ohio. 
New Wine (UA) Drama presenting episodes Many liberties have been taken with el vides pe ics Spanair 
| Binnie Barnes from life of Franz Schubert fact—more even than in several pre- 
. A. Basserman as arin me Pa vious films on the composer’s life— 
Alan Curtis pened, by method of flash- and method strains for effect; what : 
Z Ilona Massey backs from present-day results is a sensitive, appealing film; owns for E ulp if an d Choi r 
, concert of composer’s works. static and slow, but with pleasing Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
musical score. M. Y ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
ene tsene eee eee en se SCout out: ‘Catalogue and samples'on request. 
_ Treat ’Em Rough Comedy about a prodigal An unassuming, simple story, pre- 417 FIFTH AVE. 
4 (Univ.) who, after gaining Pe sented without ‘any sort of distinc- J . M. HA LL, INC. fated oe 
i Eddie Albert gilistic fame, returns to help tion. Of mild interest. VERY: eS OMe See eS ass Windows 
L. Corrigan tiie millionaire father ’ for James Powell & Sons, Ltd., London, England 


j Peggy Moran squelch oil theft racket. 


Wild Bill Hickok Western, with famous hero A “dressed up” western trying for ty choir’ COWN Ly 
Rides (War.) clashing with villains who “A” rating, but mostly phony. Every- PNW Lid 
Bruce Cabot frame honest ranchers in day horse operas like Hopalong Cas- i KA § Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
i C. Bennett effort to gain their land. sidy’s do it much better. Ree I" Fine materials, beautiful work, 
‘ W. William \ KB pleasingly low prices. State your 


needs. Catalog, samples on re 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 

For Family: Babes on Broadway, Fantasia, The Great Commandment, The 
Great Dictator, Hay Foot, It Started With Eve, The Reluctant Dragon, Thanks a 
Million, The Vanishing Virginian. 

For Mature Audience: All That Money Can Buy, Birth of the Blues, Blossoms 
in the Dust, Citizen Kane, The Girl from Leningrad, Here Comes Mr. Jordan, 
Hold Back the Dawn, How Green Was My Valley, H. M. Pulham, Esq., Ku Kan, 
Ladies in Retirement, The Little Foxes, Major Barbara, The Man Who Came to 
Dinner, The Men in Her Life, Mr. V., One Foot in Heaven, Remember the Day, 
Sergeant York, The Stars Look Down, Sullivan’s Travels, Suspicion, Target for 
Tonight. 


; eng forty cone Bee, oon (CO-EDUCATIONAL) 
; wi e congregation, bringing the 
E confirmed and communing membership SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 
; up to their largest numbers. ; SELINSGROVE, PA. 
“ ae gy a 
; The } arte at age “Dedicated to Christian Scholarship” 
_ paper, is being pu ed for its six- ‘ 
‘ = 5 WAR-TIME ACCELERATION PROGRAM—by which 
teenth consecutive year and is mailed students may graduate in three years instead Ot four, 
weekly to every family of the congre- by attending additional eight-week short term each 
gation and at stated intervals to friends » bg PR es te latins 6 abe 
: ; une o August 8, 
and prospective members. Early in the FRESHMEN and upper class students admitted to 
year the newly opened gallery was fur- Short Term, June 15, 1942. 
nished with pews, which ere presented Liberal Arts (A.B.) Business and Commercial 
by members and organizations of the Studies (B.S.) Music (B.S.) 
congregation as gifts or memorials. An Also Specialized War-Time Subjects. 
Altar Guild and a Youth Council were For full information write for special bulletin. aa 
organized. G. MORRIS SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President Seibert Hall 


The Married Couples’ Club gave 
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| MEMORIALS BY GORHAM | 


When selecting a sacred memorial con- 
sider Gorham first for quality, authentic 
design and superior craftsmanship. 


No. A61 Baptismal Bowl with Engraved 
Cross, 4 in. diameter, Sterling Silver, 
Gold Plated Inside. $8.00. 

Also (not shown) No. A41657 with Foot, 

5 in. diameter, $22.00. 


No. 445 Baptismal Shell with Engraved 
Cross, 5 in. diameter, Sterling Silver, 
Gold Plated Inside. $6.50. 

Also (not shown) No. D10A, 314 in. 
diameter, $3.25. 

Since 1831 Gorham, America’s Leading 

Silversmiths, have been creating stately 

Ecclesiastical Appointments for those 

who appreciate the best at a cost no 

more than the ordinary kind. 
Write for catalog illustrating other 
appointments—Dept. LU 2. 


THE GORHAM CO., PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 


FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 
Catalogue Free on Request. 
The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 


| MARION 
4 COLLEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior 
College and last two 
years of High School 
in famous “blue 
grass” region of Vir- 
ginia. Liberal Arts, 
Pre-library, Pre- 
nursing, Pre-jour- 
nalism, Pre-Social work, Education, Business 
Education, Home Economics, Music, Speech, 
Happy home and social life in atmosphere of 
Southern culture. 68th year. Rates $475.00 to 
$520.00. Catalogue and view book.—H. J. 
Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


Largest Stock in America. Over half a million 
books, classified by subject. Out of print books 
searched for. New book orders Peety filled. 
Correspondence and “want lists” invited. Cata- 
logs Free. Please mention ‘‘The Lutheran.” 


Schulte’s Book Store®*and'3 Fourth Ave. 


brass candlesticks for the altar; and 


the Altar Guild, new white and red 
stoles, and new white pulpit and lectern 
hangings. 

In appreciation of Dr. Wagner’s en- 
trance upon his twenty-second year as 
pastor of the congregation January 1, 
1942, a substantial increase in salary 
was granted him, effective at that time. 
At the congregational meeting a gift 
of $100 was presented to him and Mrs. 
Wagner in recognition of their service 
to the congregation. The pastor’s wife 
has served for approximately all that 
time as Director of Music for the church 
and teaches the Ladies’ Bible Class of 
eighty active members. 


Church Burned 


Landis, N. C. On Sunday afternoon, 
March 1, about the time for the after- 
noon service, the large Concordia Lu- 
theran Church was completely de- 
stroyed by fire. It was partly covered 
by insurance. As soon as arrangements 
can be made it will be rebuilt. In the 
meantime the congregation of about 
four hundred members will worship 
with Trinity Church in Landis, Rowan 
County, N.C., both congregations being 
in the same pastorate. The Rev. C. P. 
Fisher is pastor of the parish. 


Congregations 


Baltimore, Md. Members of Calvary 
congregation gave their pastor, the Rev. 
John R. Strevig, a “Going Away Party” 
prior to his departure to enter the 
service of the nation as a chaplain. 
Gifts included chaplain’s crosses, cap- 
tain’s bars, a raincoat, military set, reg- 
ulation army trunk and a purse, and 
several books. A surprise dinner was 
held for the parsonage family on the 
evening of February 21, and a party 
two evenings later, at which more than 
225 members were present. 


Johnstown, Pa. George W. Nicely, 
D.D., and Arthur C. Boyer, student 
pastor, report a good year in First 
Church. The annual report showed that 
136 persons were received into mem- 
bership during the year 1941, and that 
the present baptized membership is 
2,250; $1,000 more was paid on the syn- 
odical apportionment than was paid the 
preceding year, $2,250 for special benev- 
olence, and $21,093.50 paid on indebted- 
ness, making.a total for the year from 
all organizations of approximately 
$45,000. 

This congregation has had to meet a 
total of $183,000 during the past twelve 
years over and above its regular cur- 
rent and benevolent contributions, on 
account of debt, flood damage and in- 
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terest. 
$25,000, of which $10,000 has been sub- 
scribed. 


Snyder, N. Y. Ascension Church, the 
Rev. Wade H. Koons pastor, at the an- 
nual congregational meeting reported 
the best year of its history both from a 
spiritual and material record. 

The apportioned benevolence was 
paid in full, as usual. Special appeals 
from the agencies of the United Lu- 
theran Church were met with generous 
offerings, as well as appeals from other 
church sources. The 1941 budget was 
the largest in the history of the con- 
gregation and was entirely financed 
from offerings received at worship 
services, Sunday school and organiza- 
tion meetings. 

For the first time in its fourteen- 
year history Ascension Church is happy 
to announce the organization of a 
Women’s Missionary Society. This 
group is growing in membership. 

A weekday school of religion was or- 
ganized last September on released time 
from public schools. It was necessary 
to limit classes tc space available. Re- 
cently the Brotherhood was reorgan- 
ized. 

At present the congregation is nego- 
tiating for the purchase of additional 
property and, under the auspices of 
the Board of American Missions, looks 
forward to instituting a new building 
program before the close of 1942. 


Wenonah, N. J. February 1 a service 
of rededication was held at the Church 
of the Holy Nativity in Wenonah, N. J., 
the Rev. George W. Forell pastor. After 
months of work, the church was in 
readiness to be presented to the con- 
gregation. The men sanded and var- 
nished the floor, the Ladies’ Aid has 
given a new carpet and new altar hang- 
ings. Pews have been installed, and an 
American flag and a Christian flag were 
placed in the church. All expenses 
were met by generous gifts from mem- 
bers and friends. 


SYNOD 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas 
and Adjacent States will hold its seventy-fourth 
annual convention at Zion Church, Hutchinson, 
Kan., the Rev. E. R. Harrison pastor, beginnin. 
with an informal service Monday evening, Apri 
13, and closing Thursday, April 16. Communion 
Service and formal opening at 9.00 A. M., Tues- 
day, April 14. George R. Whittecar, Sec. 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland 
will hold its 123d annual convention, May 25- 
27, at the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Get- 
tysburg, Pa. The meeting will CS ae with the 
service of Holy Communion. e president, 
the Rev. Raymond C. Sorrick, will preach the 
sermon. 

Applicants for ordination and licensure must 
meet the Examining Committee Monday after- 
noon, May 25, at 2.00 o’clock. 

J. Frank Fife, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETING 


The sixty-second annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod of 
Kansas and Adjacent States will be held in 
Trinity Church, Abilene, Kan., Dr. Fuller Berg- 
stresser pastor, April 28-30. 

Miss Helen Fink, Sec. 


The present indebtedness is 
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- March 18, 1942 


CONFERENCE 


The 142d annual convention of the Allentown 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held in the chapel 


“le the * al Peo le’s Building of the Good Shep- 
or Crippled Children and Old 
Peoples" Ph tecinwe, the Rev. Conrad W. Raker, 


superintendent, on Monday and Tuesday, April 
20 and 21. The Holy Communion Service will 
ue held Monday at 10.30 A. M.; the sermon will 
aay a by the Rev. William L. Katz, D.D., 
ace Church, the Rev. Phares G. Beer, D.D., 

. The Rev. Prof. John D. M. Brown, 
tt.D., will ch the evening meeting on 


the “Muhlenberg F-. 
David H. Frederick, Sec. 


OBITUARY 
Mrs. Carl Goede (Sr.) 


__ Henriette Webbine Goede (nee Mueller), 
daughter of Heike Mueller and his wife, Meiline 
(nee Specht), was born November 6, 1867, in 
Holte, near Aurich, in Ostfriesland. She was 
baptized in the Lutheran Church in Raude; and 
later, confirmed in the same place. After a few 
years she moved with her parents to Wittmund, 
where they lived for several years. 

In 1893 she came to America with her brother 
Adolf, and remained for a while with her 
; uncle, the late Rev. J. H. Dirks in Febing, 
__ Nemaha County, Nebr. August 18, 1897, she was 

united in holy wedlock with Pastor Carl Goede 
_ (Sr.). This ceremony was performed by Pas- 
— Se Dirks in the Old Stone Church in Febing 


near Auburn, Nebr. 
Goede was a devoted helpmate in the 
i ing ‘of her beeen who served the following 
/ congregations: Greenle af, Kan.; Bennington, 
_ Fremont and Glenvil, Nebr. In the Glenvil con- 
_ gregation she was for thirty years the efficient 
secretary of the women’s organization. 
' She was blest with six children, the youngest 
_ of which preceded her into eternity at the age 
_ of two years. Three and one-half years ago 
'she accompanied her husband to Tuskahoma, 
} Okla., where together they hoped to enjoy a 
few years of well-earned rest and quiet after 
many years of hard work. However, the Lord 
_ decided otherwise. Sickness entered their newly 
acquired home. The persistency of this sick- 
ness finally necessitated a return to Nebraska 
that she might have better medical care. In 
Tabitha Home, in a hospital in Lincoln, and 
4 ly in a home in Grand Island, she sought 
and found the nee she needed. It was here in 
Grand Island that the Lord over life and death 
appeared unto her and called her out of time 
into eternity, away from her trouble and labor 
to the rest which is promised the children of 
’ God. She reached an age of 74 years, 3 months 
' and 7 days. She leaves to mourn her passing, 
her bereaved husband, four sons; the Rev. Her- 
* man Goede of Columbus; Carl of Grand Island; 
_ Wilhelm, Tuskahoma, Okla.; Henry of Omaha: 
and one daughter, Frieda, wife of Pastor Karl 
) Koenig of Wisner, Nebr.; eleven grandchildren; 
_ one brother, Herman Mueller of Benson, Nebr.; 
one sister, Annie, wife of Martin Grote of 
_ Omaha. E. C. Hansen. 


RESOLUTIONS OF ESTEEM 
Charles H. Boyer 


Be It Resolved: 

It is with great sorrow we learn of the death 
of Charles H. Boyer, for many years a member 
of this Board, and its president for years. 

In accordance as men serve, so they live and 
never die. We record Charles Boyer’s passing 
not with misty eyes and weary hearts to dwell 
upon the sorrow of his demise. Rather, ac- 
_cepting it as part of the Divine Order, we re- 
_ joice that he lived and served, and that our 

college had the benefit of his services. 

Our gratitude is written over a long period 
of years, in which is set forth the good works 
done by him and with his co-operation. 

We are grateful to God for having had him 
with us. 

Be it further resolved that a copy of this 
resolution be spread upon our aaeaaies, and a 
copy be sent also to family and to THE 

’ LUTHERAN. 


Tse Boarp or TRUSTEES OF CARTHAGE COLLEGE 
February 12, 1942. 


Prof. Stephen G. Simpson 


Bowing our heads and hearts before the all- 
wise and never-erring Providence of God, we, 
. the members of the faculty of Muhlenberg Col- 
tee: colleagues of the late Prof. Stephen G. 
impson, who departed this life January 21, 
ius ay by these resolutions desire to pay our 
tribute of respect to one who for more 
gs thirty years rendered unstinted service to 
Muhlenberg College as professor of English and 
as librarian. 

Whereas we have always recognized in him a 
Most capable teacher as well as a competent 
Scholar in his field, a Prob a husband and 

father of his children, as well as an in- 
fluential citizen of our communi 

~~ do therefore solemnly reso ve to cherish 

oy, and pledge ourselves to carry on the 
e cherished by continuing the work 
. which he was so vitally interested. 


, 


Be it further resolved that these resolutions 
of respect be incorporated as a part of the reg- 
ular minutes of our faculty, and that a copy of 
the same be sent to his family, the members 
of which we commend to the keeping of our 
loving Father in heaven. 

John D. M. Brown, 


(Signed) 
Truman L. Koehler. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Baisler, George J., from 302 Van Buren St., 
Evans City, Pa., to 219 Ridge Ave., New Ken- 
sington, Pa. 

Bosch, Austin L., from 6003 59th Place, a: 
N. ¥., to 6006 60th Ave., Maspeth, N. ¥ 

Clouser, D.D., Paul R., from 537 N. Union St., 


Middletown, Pa., to 143 Spring St., Middle- 
town, Pa. 
aa Glenn S., from R. F. D. 1, Lexington, 


Cc, te Chaplains’ Office, Naval Air Station, 
pe Christi, Texas. 
Getzendaner, M. A., from 2363 W. 3d st., Daven- 
port, Iowa, to 455 Jefferson St., Salem, Ore. 
Guss, W. I., from 751 S. 3d St., Clinton, Iowa, 
to 1030 Laurel Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
Hackenberg, D.D., C. A., from 1825 Glendale 
Ave., Toledo, Ohio, to 417 N. Mad River St., 
Bellefontaine, Ohio. 
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Koss, Leonard, from Flatbush, Alta., Can., to 
an. 
7-0 from 515 N. West St.. 


Kunkle, H. Madison, 
Ind., to 414 E. Main St., Madison, Ind. 

Linn, L. J., from Mt. Pleasant Mills, Pa., to 
Freeburg, Pa. 


Peters, Burleigh A., from 107th Field Artillery, 
Camp Beauregard, La., to Division Chaplain, 
ee Division, A P. O 28, Camp Beauregard, 


Satebecociy. R. M., from Diller, Nebr., to Otoe, 


Nebr. 
Shockey, Ralph I., from 50434 20th St., Wind- 


ber, Pa., to 911 Somerset Ave., Windber, Pa. 

Troutman, Roy T., from Route 1, Lexington, 
Va., to 519 S. Ridgewood Ave. Daytona 
Beach, Fla. 


Wagner, D.D., I. Hess, P. O. Box 665, Somerset, 
Pa., to P. O. Box 189, Somerset, Pa 

Wessinger, B. D., from Morrison-Cottage, Route 
2, Wilmington, N. C., to 802 E. Main St., 
Lakeland, Fla. 

Wieder, Raymond, from Stewartsville, N. J., to 
424 Mulberry St., Montoursville, Pa. 

Wolf, R./J., from 3826 Albemarle Ave., Drexel 
Hill, Pa., to R. D. 1, Camp Hill, Pa. 

Yount, J. A., from Rd. Box 114, Boone, N. C., 
to R. F. D. 2, Conover, N. C. 


1941 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


ASSETS 
LIABILITIES . 


AGAIN REFLECTS... . 


. $14,092,554.95 
$12,638,856.14 


1941 Increase in Assets, $1,829,062.00 


Contingent Reserve and Surplus ..... 
Insurance in Force December 31,1941 ... 


1941 Increase Insurance in Force ... 


. $ 1,453,698.81 
77,673,650.00 
8,003,630.00 


Paid to Policyholders and Beneficiaries 


in 1941 


Dividends Apportioned and Payable in 1942 


@ Through several wars, 


Tim, See wie Re wee, a Se el Oe eS 


919,026.71 
475,000.00 


many major depressions and epidemics 


Lutheran Mutual Life Insurance Company comes into its 63rd year 
with an impressive record of growth, strength and service. 


A detailed copy of our 1941 Annual Financial Statement, listing the 


investments of our company, will be sent to you on request. 


Write 


department M-135 at the home office for your copy today. 


Only Legal Reserve 


WAVERLY, 


Life 
Exclusively For 


Insurance Company 


Lutherans 


FOUNDED 
1879 


LUTHERAN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
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In Time of Stress 


Let the devotional habits formed during the Lenten season carry over into the summer months. 
Some 150,000 of our church members have been using our fine inspirational Lenten devotional book- 
Enriched by this, they will want to continue their 
daily devotions with the aid of either our monthly daily devotional pamphlet, LIGHT FOR TODAY, 


let, THE RICHES OF GOD, by J. Henry Harms. 


or our quarterly daily devotional pamphlet, WALK WITH ME, or both. 


LIGHT FOR TODAY 
A Monthly for Daily Devotional Use 


Published under the direction of The Common Service Book Committee 


LIGHT TODAY 


- - EPIPHANY - - 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
PHILADELPHIA | PENNSYLVANIA, 


Each monthly issue contains a page length devotion 
for every day of the month. The daily devotion includes 
a suggested Scripture reading, a simple, spiritual medi- 
tation relating to the same, and a brief prayer. The 
Church Year is taken into account. 


A different author, drawn from the ablest devotional 
writers of the church, prepares the material for each 
issue. 


Bound in an attractive special cover. Page size, 34% 
x 6 inches, 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE—Single copy, 40 cents a year 
in advance; 10 or more copies to one address, at 30 cents a year. 

TO CANADA—Single copy, 50 cents a year in advance; 10 or 
more copies to one address, at 33 cents a year. 

MONTHLY RATE—Single copies, 5 cents a copy; 10 to 49 copies, 
to one address, at 234 cents a copy; 50 or more copies, to one ad- 
dress, at 2144 cents a copy. 


WALK WITH ME 


A Quarterly for Daily Devotional Use 
Meditations by CHARLES P. WILES—Prayers by PAUL ZELLER STRODACH 


The daily devotions of this quarterly manual are based 
on the Daily Bible Readings of the International Uniform 
Lesson Series. Dr. Wiles’ popular meditations on these 
readings are utilized in each instance. Special prayers re- 
lating to these texts are prepared by Dr. Strodach. 


Each daily meditation comprises a Bible verse, an in- 
dicated Scripture reading, a brief meditation and a short 
prayer. The Calendar Year is taken into account. 


A special cover is used. Page size, 3 x 534 inches. 
> 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS—Single copy, 20 cents a year in advance; 
10-49 copies, to one address, at 18 cents; 50 to 99 copies, to one address, 
at 15 cents; 100 or more copies, to one address, at 12 cents. 

TO CANADA—Single copy, 30 cents a year in advance; 10-49 copies, 
to one address, at 23 cents; 50-99 copies, to one address, at 20 cents; 


‘100 or more copies, to one address, at 19 cents. 


QUANTITIES—Price, $3.00 a hundred, postage extra. Lesser quan- 
tities: 1-49, at 5 cents each, postage extra; 50-99, at 4 cents each, post- 
age extra. 


Full descriptions of our cloth-bound daily devotional manuals will be found 
in our “Gifts of Enduring Value” Catalog No. 76. If you do not have a copy 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


of this catalog, send for it now. 


Thirteenth and Spruce Streets : : Philadelphia 


CHICAGO 


COLUMBIA 


